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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
UNLIMITED JURISDICTION 
-oOo- 

TAJIE MAJOR (WD: WILLIAM), 

Plaintiff, 

-vs- CASE NO. 300722 

RAYBESTOS-MANHATTAN, et al. , 

Defendants. 

_/ 


DEPOSITION OF TAJIE MAJOR 


Taken before DIANA L. GONZALEZ 
CSR No. 7935 
May 23, 2000 
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DEPOSITION OF TAJIE MAJOR 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that pursuant to Notice, and on 
the 23rd day of May 2000, commencing at the hour of 
10:09 a.m., in the offices of Wartnick, Chaber, Harowitz 
& Tigerman, 101 California Street, Suite 2200, San 
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7 Francisco, California, before me, DIANA L. GONZALEZ, a 

8 Certified Shorthand Reporter for the State of 

9 California, personally appeared TAJIE MAJOR, produced as 

10 a witness in said action, and being by me first duly 

11 sworn, was thereupon examined as a witness in said 

12 cause. 

13 

14 -oOo- 

15 

16 ROBERT BROWN and DOMINIC ALFARO, Wartnick, 

17 Chaber, Harowitz & Tigerman, 101 California Street, 

18 22nd Floor, San Francisco, California 94111, appeared on 

19 behalf of the Plaintiff. 

20 

21 NICOLE T. ROBERTS, McNamara, Dodge, Ney Beatty, 

22 Slattery & Pfalzer, 1211 Newell Avenue, Walnut Creek, 

23 California 94596, appeared on behalf of the Defendant 

24 Riley Stoker Corporation. 

25 
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1 ANDREW NESLON, Walsworth, Franklin, Bevins & 

2 McCall, 550 Montgomery Street, Eighth Floor, San 

3 Francisco, California 94111, appeared on behalf of the 

4 Defendants Thomas Dee Engineering Company, Quintec 

5 Industries, Inc., SB Decking Company and Saberhagen 

6 Holdings Company. 

7 

8 THOMAS G. SCARVIE, Howard Rice Nemerovski Canad 

9 Falk & Rabkin, Three Embarcadero Center, Seventh Floor, 

10 San Francisco, California 94111, appeared on behalf of 

11 the Defendant Reynolds Tobacco Company. 

12 

13 EDWARD R. HUGO, Pond, North & Hugo, 459 Fulton 

14 Street, Suite 102, San Francisco, California 94102, 

15 appeared on behalf of the Defendant GAF Corporation. 

16 

17 MORDECAI D. BOONE and JERRY BARRON, Shook, 

18 Hardy & Bacon, One Market Plaza, Steuart Tower, Ninth 

19 Floor, San Francisco, California 94105, appeared on 

20 behalf of the Defendants Philip Morris and Lorillard. 

21 

22 STEPHANIE BRADSHAW, Gordon & Rees, 275 Battery 

23 Street, 20th Floor, San Francisco, California 94111, 

24 appeared on behalf of the Defendant W.R Grace. 

25 
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1 ELLEN LOCKRIDGE, Prindle, Decker & Amaro, 369 Pine 

2 Street, Suite 800, San Francisco, California 94104, 

3 appeared on behalf of the Defendants J.T. Thorpe, J.T. 

4 Thorpe & Sons, Syd Carpenter, Triple A Machine Shop and 

5 Consolidated Insulation. 

6 

7 PATRICIA H. PERRY, Haight Brown & Bonesteel, 100 

8 Bush Street, 27th Floor, San Francisco, California 

9 94104, appeared on behalf of the CCR Defendants. 

10 

11 ALSO PRESENT: Honorable Robert L. Dossee. 

12 

13 

14 

15 
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17 

18 
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1 TAJIE MAJOR, 

2 sworn as a witness by the Certified Shorthand 

3 Reporter, testified as follows: 

4 EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 


5 

MR. 

BROWN: 

Robert Brown. I'm representing the 

6 

plaintiff. 



7 

MR. 

SCARVIE: 

Thomas Scarvie representing 

8 

Reynolds Tobacco. 


9 

MR. 

BOONE: 

Mordecai D. Boone from Shook, Hardy 

10 

& Bacon representing 

Philip Morris and Lorillard. 

11 

MR. 

HUGO: Edward Hugo representing GAF 

12 

Corporation. 



13 

MS . 

LOCKRIDGE: Ellen Lockridge, Prindle, 

14 

Decker for J 

.T. Thorpe, J.T. Thorpe & Sons, Consolidated 

15 

Insulation, 

Triple A 

Machine Shop and Syd Carpenter. 

16 

MR. 

BARRON: 

Jerry Barron, also for Philip 

17 

Morris, Incorporated 

and Lorillard Tobacco. 

18 

MS . 

BRADSHAW Stephanie Bradshaw from Gordon & 

19 

Rees for W.R 

. Grace. 


20 

MS . 

ROBERTS: 

Nicole Roberts on behalf of Riley 

21 

Stoker. 



22 

MR. 

DOSSEE: 

Justice Robert Dossee, JAMS, 

23 

appointed by 

the San 

Francisco Superior Court to monitor 

24 

these depositions. 


25 

MR. 

NELSON: 

Good morning, Mrs. Major. I'm 



Aiken 

i & Welch Reporters 


DIRTY ASCII 7 
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5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Andrew Nelson, and I represent Thomas Dee Engineering 
Company, Quintec Industries, SB Decking and Saberhagen 
Holdings. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Good mornings, Mrs. Major. Could you please 
state your fall name for the record? 

A. Tajie Ann Major. 

Q. How do you spell your first name? 

A. T, as in Tom, a-j-i-e. 

Q. And Mrs. Major, have you had your deposition 
taken before? 

A. No. 

Q. What I'm going to do first is just go through 
some ground rules with you about the way the deposition 
will proceed. I introduced myself earlier. My name is 
Andrew Nelson and I represent several of the defendants 
in this case and I'm going to start off with asking you 
questions and then unfortunately I do have to leave. 

And so other attorneys will be following up after my 
questions and then other attorneys will be asking you 
questions about your life and your husband's life work 
experiences. 

First of all, I just wanted to remind you that 
you've just taken an oath to tell the truth and that 
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oath is the same oath that you would take in a court of 
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law and has the same effect requiring you to tell the 
truth. So even though we're not before a judge and a 
jury — we are before a justice but not in a formal 
courtroom setting, the oath has the same effect. Do you 
understand that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's very important — the woman sitting 
between us is taking down everything that's being said 
by both the questioners and yourself. And it's very 
important for her to get a clean record and an easy to 
read record that we wait until one person is finished 
speaking before the next person speaks. So if you 
please wait until I finish my questions before you start 
your answer and other attorneys may shout out an 
objection here and there, if you please wait for that 
before you give an answer, that will make her life 
easier and we'll all try to do the same thing for you 
and wait for your answer to go completed before we ask 
our next question. Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. And at the end of this deposition, you'll be — 
you'll receive a booklet which will have all the 
testimony of yours during this deposition. You'll have 
a chance to read it review it and make any change that 
you want that you feel are necessary. However, I do 
Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 9 

want to caution you that any changes that you do make of 
a substantive nature can be commented on at the time of 
trial by lawyers if they want to. So it's very 
important that we get your best testimony today. Do you 
understand that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if at any time you want to take a break to 
get a glass of water to just take a breath or talk to 
your attorney, please let us nope and we'll be happy to 
accommodate you. Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. It's very important. You're doing a fine job 
already — that you give us audible responses. The 
court reporter can't take down a nod of the head or an 
uh-huh or an had you had you. So it's very important 
that you give us yes no answers where appropriate or 
audible responses are. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if at any time you don't understand the 
question, please — for whatever reason you're confused 
by the question or you don't understand it, please ask 
any of us to rephrase it and we'll be happy to do so. 
Because if you do answer a question we're going to 
assume that you understood it and answered it the way we 
asked it. Do you understand that? 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Ms. Major, what your date of birth? 

A. November 15, '44. 

Q. And where were you born? 

A. Atlanta, Georgia. 

Q. And have you taken any medication in the last 
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7 24 hours? 


8 


A. 

Yes . 

9 


Q. 

What medications have you taken? 

10 


A. 

Levothyroid. 

11 


Q. 

Could you spell that? 

12 


A. 

L — L-e-v-o-t-h — thyroid. Point five. 

13 

Point 0 

— yeah, point five milligrams. 

14 


Q. 

And is this a prescription medication? 

15 


A. 

Yes . 

16 


Q. 

What is it for? 

17 


A. 

Hypothyroid. 

18 


Q. 

And how often do you take Levothyroid? 

19 


A. 

Every morning. 

20 


Q. 

Just once in the morning? 

21 


A. 

Uh-huh. 

22 


Q. 

And other than Levothyroid, have you taken any 

23 

other medication in the last 24 hours? 

24 


A. 

Hormone therapy, yeah. HRT. 

25 


Q. 

Other than the hormones and liver thyroid, have 
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1 

you 

taken any other medications in the last 24 hour? 

2 


A. 

No. 

3 


Q. 

Do you believe either the Levothyroid or the 

4 

hormone 

therapy you receive will affect your ability to 

5 

give 

testimony today? 

6 


A. 

No. 

7 


Q. 

Do you know of any reason why your deposition 

8 

can' 

t go 

forward this morning? 

9 


A. 

I — no reason. 

10 


Q. 

Now, Mrs. Major, have you been married before? 

11 


A. 

Yes. 

12 


Q. 

And how many time have you been married? 

13 


A. 

Twice. 

14 


Q. 

What was your first husband's name? 

15 


A. 

Robert L Anderson. 

16 


Q. 

And when did you marry Mr. Anderson? 

17 


A. 

June '67. 

18 


Q. 

And I take it that marriage ended? 

19 


A. 

In divorce. 

20 


Q. 

When did it end in divorce? 

21 


A. 

March '76. 

22 


Q. 

Did you have any children from your marriage 

23 

with 

Mr. 

Anderson? 

24 


A. 

Yes . 

25 


Q. 

How many children? 
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1 


A. 

Two. 

2 


Q. 

What are their names? 

3 


A. 

Marlee, M-a-r-l-e-e, and Tana, T-a-n-a. 

4 


Q. 

What is Marlee's last name? 

5 


A. 

Now? 

6 


Q. 

Yes . 

7 


A. 

Walsh, W-a-l-s-h. 

8 


Q. 

What is Tana's last name? 

9 


A. 

Ireland, I-r-e-l-a-n-d. 

10 


Q. 

When was Marlee born, approximately? 

11 


A. 

August '68 . 

12 


Q. 

And where was Tana — when was Tana born? 

13 


A. 

October '72 . 

14 


Q. 

And then your second marriage, was that to 

15 

Mr. 

William Major? 
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16 

A. 

Yes . 

17 

Q. 

And when did you marry Mr. Major? 

18 

A. 

March 'll. 

19 

Q. 

And was that a civil ceremony or a religious 

20 

ceremony 

■p 

21 

A. 

Religious. 

22 

Q. 

Do you recall where that ceremony took place? 

23 

A. 

My parents' house. 

24 

Q. 

Do you recall which county that was? 

25 

A. 

San Diego. 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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1 

Q. 

And did you and Mr. Major are any children? 

2 

A. 

No. 

3 

Q. 

Did Mr. Major adopt your children Marlee and 

4 

Tana? 


5 

A. 

Not formally. 

6 

Q. 

Did Mr. — he raised them? 

7 

A. 

Yes . 

8 

Q. 

In that family household? 

9 

A. 

Yes. Sorry. 

10 

Q. 

Do you know if Mr. Major had any other 

11 

marriages other than his marriage to you? 

12 

A. 

Yes, I know that he didn't. 

13 

Q. 

Bad question on my part. I apologize. 

14 


And has Mr. — did Mr. Major ever father any 

15 

children 

outside of marriage? 

16 

A. 

No. 

17 

Q. 

And when was your husband, Mr. Major born? 

18 

A. 

July '43. 

19 

Q. 

And Mrs. Major, just for simplicity from now on 

20 

if I refer to your husband, I'm going to be referring to 

21 

William 

Major. Would you understand that? 

22 

A. 

Yes. 

23 

Q. 

July 1943? 

24 

A. 

(Witness nods head.) 

25 

Q. 

And where was he born? 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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1 

A. 

Tennessee. 

2 

Q. 

And did you know Mr. Major — your husband's 

3 

parents? 


4 

A. 

I knew his mother. 

5 

Q. 

And what was his mother's name? 

6 

A. 

Helen. 

7 

Q. 

Is she still alive? 

8 

A. 

Yes. 

9 

Q. 

And where is she living? 

10 

A. 

Lebanon, Tennessee. 

11 

Q. 

Do you know approximately how old she is? 

12 

A. 

I believe 83 or 4. 

13 

Q. 

Do you know what — who your husband's — start 

14 

over again. Do you know your husband's father's name? 

15 

A. 

William. 

16 

Q. 

And do you know if he's still alive? 

17 

A. 

I know he's not alive. He died. 

18 

Q. 

Do you know when he died? 

19 

A. 

When Earl was 22. I don't know the year. 

20 

Q. 

So approximately 1955. In the mid '50 — I'm 

21 

sorry. 

Mid-'60s. Would that sound about right? 

22 

A. 

Yes . 

23 

Q. 

And do you know his father's cause of death? 

24 

A. 

Heart attack. 
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21 
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23 
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7 
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10 

11 
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Q. Do you know what his father's occupation was? 
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A. I believe insurance salesman. 

Q. Do you know if your husband ever worked for — 
at any job for pay with his father? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did Helen, did she have an occupation or — 
that you're aware of? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was that? 

A. School teacher. 

Q. And do you know if your husband ever held any 
job for pay with his mother? 

A. I don't think so. No. 

Q. Did your husband have any brothers or sisters? 

A. No. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

is that 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

met him, 
or — 


And what is Helen's last name? 

Major. 

And you married your husband in March of 1977; 
correct? 

Right. 

When did you first meet him? 

Spring or summer of '75. 

In the spring or summer of 1975 when you first 
is this when you first began your courtship 


A. Yes. 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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Q. You weren't just friends at that time or — 
that's when you started dating him? 

A. (Witness nods head.) Yes. 

Q. And your husband, do you know — let me back up 
a second. 


When you met your husband in the spring or 
summer of 1975, where was that? 

A. San Diego. 

Q. Were you both living in San Diego at the time? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Now, your husband was born in Tennessee. Do 
you know when he left Tennessee? Let me do it this way: 
Do you know when he came to California? 

A. No, I'm not sure. 

Q. And I believe looking at your interrogatory 
responses that your husband was in the Navy; is that 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was he in the Navy at the time you met him in 

1975? 


A. Yes. 

Q. When you met your husband in 1975, do you know 
how long he had been in the Navy at that time? 

A. Since graduation from college. 

Q. Let's go back to his education, then. Did your 
Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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husband graduate from high school? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know where he graduated from high 
school? 


A. Castle Heights. 
Q. Where is that? 
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7 

A. 

Tennessee. 

8 

Q. 

Do you recall the year he graduated from high 

9 

school? 


10 

A. 

No. 

11 

Q. 

And then your husband attended college? 

12 

A. 

Yes. 

13 

Q. 

Where did he attend college? 

14 

A. 

Auburn. 

15 

Q. 

Did your husband receive a degree from Auburn? 

16 

A. 

Yes. 

17 

Q. 

What degree did he receive? 

18 

A. 

I'm not sure. Engineering. I'm not sure. 

19 

Q. 

Do you know if — was it a first — like a 

20 

bachelor 

's degree? 

21 

A. 

Yes. 

22 

Q. 

Did he ever receive any other higher degree. 

23 

masters 

or doctorate? 

24 

A. 

Yes. 

25 

Q. 

This engineering degree that he received from 
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1 

Auburn, 

do you recall what year that was? 

2 

A. 

He graduated December of '6 — December of '62 

3 

Q. 

And then he entered the Navy at that time? 

4 

A. 

Yes. 

5 

Q. 

And you said your husband then had 

6 

subsequent — received subsequent education; is that 

7 

correct? 


8 

A. 

Yes. 

9 

Q. 

Where did he go to school? 

10 

A. 

Monterey, graduate school, postgraduate school 

11 

Q. 

And the Monterey postgraduate school, did your 

12 

husband 

receive a degree from that school? 

13 

A. 

Yes. 

14 

Q. 

What degree did he receive? 

15 

A. 

Double E. Called EE. That's what it's called 

16 

Q. 

Do you know — is that a doctorate level or a 

17 

master's 

level? 

18 

A. 

I've been told it's between the master and 

19 

doctorate in electrical engineering. 

20 

Q. 

Do you recall what year he received the EE? 

21 

A. 

I don't know. 

22 

Q. 

Do you recall what decade that was? Was it 

23 

before or after you met him? 

24 

A. 

Before. 

25 

Q. 

Did your husband receive any other education 
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1 other than Auburn and Monterey postgraduate school? 

2 MR. BROWN: You're talking about formal. 

3 MR. NELSON: Formal education, yes. 

4 THE WITNESS: Short schools. Destroyer school. 

5 


6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. While in the Navy? 

A. Yeah. Yes. Some courses through Allied 
Signal. Are those schools. I don't know. 

Q. I'll — I think those — that's a valid 
question. Right now I'm just focusing on formal 
education like from a credited institutions like what 
we've been talking about like Auburn or Monterey school. 

A. I don't know of any. 

MR. NELSON: Any follow-up on the background? 
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10 

11 
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13 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
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BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Mrs. Major, what I'd like to talk to you now is 
about your husband's work employment with the Navy. You 
testified previously that he entered the Navy in 
approximately 1962 to early 1963; is that correct? 

A. I think — right after graduation. That's all 
I know. 

Q. So then he had been in the Navy for 
approximately 12 or 13 years at the time you met him; is 
that correct? 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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A. That sounds right. 

Q. And when you met your husband in 1975, what was 
his rank in the Navy? 

A. Lieutenant commander. 

Q. And between — do you know did he have a 
specific assignment or any type of work in particular 
that he was performing in the Navy at the time you met 
him as a lieutenant commander in 1975? 

A. He was weapons officer. 

Q. Was this aboard a specific vessel? 

A. The USS FOX. 

Q. And do you know how long he'd been serving 
aboard the USS FOX at the time you met him in 1975? 

A. Not real sure. 

Q. Do you know how long after you met him he 
served aboard the USS FOX, for how many more additional 
months or years? 

A. About a year. 

Q. Now before I get too far into your husband's 
naval experience, I think I'd like to take care of some 
housekeeping first and have marked as defense Exhibit 1 
the notice of taking deposition and production of 
documents and the fax from Berry & Berry regarding the 
rescheduling of this deposition. I'll make that a group 
Exhibit 1. 
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(Document marked Defendants' Exhibit 1 
for identification.) 

MR. NELSON: Before I do that, Mrs. Major, I'd 
like to you take a look at the notice of taking 
documents. I'd I'll hand it to your. Counsel. 

MR. BARRON: While she looks at that, can we 
just chat for ten seconds. 

MR. NELSON: Certainly. 

(Off the record.) 

MR. BROWN: Maybe we can save some time if we 
get everything out. I'm trying to think what the 
easiest way to do this would be. Why — we don't have 
it here we'll tell what you we got and we'll go get 
them. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Have you had a chance to review that notice of 
taking your deposition in front of through? 

A. (Witness nods head.) 

Q. I'd like you specifically to take a look at 
pages two and beyond which include — I'm sorry — three 
and beyond. It's going to be a list of request for 
production of documents that defendants have asked you 
to make a search for anything on that list that would be 


http://legacy.library.ucsf.§dHU^toitoKrtl||0f^O0/(f5ndlndustrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/njhl0001 



24 responsive to the request. When I say documents, it's 

25 pretty general, referring to actual pieces of paper but 
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1 also photos, address books, crews books, logbooks, 

2 anything like that that would have information related 

3 to your husband's employment and your husband's — in 

4 your lives together. 

5 Have you had a chance — have you seen that 

6 before today, that document? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And do you have any documents that are — 

9 you're producing today that are responsive to those 

10 requests? 

11 A. I have given everything to my lawyer. 

12 MR. BROWN: If you go through these one at a 

13 time we can identify what we have. Some materials are 

14 attached to set one and set two of the standard 

15 interrogatories. 

16 MR. NELSON: We'll I'll just go through these 

17 then, quickly. 

18 

19 BY MR. NELSON: 

20 Q. The first is request all documents and writings 

21 allegedly concerning or indicating the asbestos products 

22 which the injured party allegedly used or to which the 

23 injured party the party was exposed? 

24 MR. BROWN: Would don't have 234 I of that. 

25 MR. NELSON: The second is all documents and 
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1 writing concerning illustrating or describing asbestos 

2 product which the alleged product — 

3 MR. BROWN: None. 

4 MR. NELSON: None. Paraphrasing, the third is 

5 documents or writings proving or indicating damages 

6 sought in the lawsuit. 

7 MR. BROWN: We have some of that. We have 

8 income documents that relate to the Navy retirement, to 

9 Allied Signal prior to his death, to a — I guess it's a 

10 death benefit, 167 a month. 

11 THE WITNESS: Pension. 

12 MR. BROWN: Pension, I guess. We — with 

13 respect to the Navy, we have before and after death we 

14 have I think they'll show before 60,000 and 30,000 

15 afterwards. 

16 I think that's it isn't it? What we've covered 

17 is the Navy and Allied Signal. And we have those 

18 available. 

19 MR. NELSON: Are those — they're getting 

20 looked for right now. 

21 MR. BROWN: With a paralegal who's trying to 

22 get them organized. Let me make a note of what we're 

23 going to bring in. We've got the — that's number three 

24 and there's some redundant numbers here. 

25 MR. NELSON: Right. 
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1 MR. BROWN: I think that's covers eight. That 

2 may cover another one too. But that's the income 

3 documents. 

4 MR. NELSON: Those are all the income 

5 documents. 
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MR. BROWN: Yes. 

MR. NELSON: Then number four paraphrasing any 
documents — all documents and writings indicating how 
the injured party used asbestos products or how the 
injured party was allegedly exposed. 

MR. BROWN: No. 

MR. NELSON: Number five paraphrasing, any 
writings or communications to or from labor unions. 

MR. BROWN: No. 

MR. NELSON: Number six paraphrasing, documents 
or writings concerning plaintiff's knowledge regarding 
how the injured party contracted an asbestos-related 
injury illness or disease. 

MR. BROWN: I'd say no but I understand there 
may be a medical record at the time of his diagnosis for 
the lung cancer where he may have answered questions 
that found its way on to some of those medical records. 

I think you probably have them. 

MR. NELSON: I assume those have probably been 
produced to Berry & Berry. 
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MR. BROWN: Yes. 

MR. NELSON: Number seven, all medical records 
concerning injured party's physical condition including 
doctors reports, medical x-ray reports and hospital 
records. 

MR. BROWN: I think that's all been provided to 
Berry & Berry. 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Number eight, are income documents that we 
already discussed I believe? 

MR. BROWN: That's right. Right. 

MR. NELSON: Number nine any documents or 
writings including photographs in plaintiff's control 
showing any materials or products containing asbestos to 
which the injured party may have been exposed. 

MR. BROWN: That's no to that. 

MR. NELSON: 

MR. BARRON: Just sore so the record is clear 
no means don't have any. 

MR. BROWN: That's right. Not only not 
produced don't have. 

MR. NELSON: Ten is any and all containers 
under the control or in possession of plaintiff 
regarding asbestos containing alleged 
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asbestos-containing products. 

MR. BROWN: No. 

MR. NELSON: 11 is all documents and writings 
showing the names of employers, locations and job that 
the injured party worked on including any work diaries. 

MR. BROWN: Well there's Social Security 
records which have been furnished. And I think they may 
even be attached to set two. Let me take a look. Yes, 
set two and several documents that apply to his Navy 
employment and also to Allied Signal. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Mrs. Major, did your husband have any like 
crews books or work diaries with respect to ships that 
he may have served aboard or duties that he may have 
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performed aboard certain ships during his naval 
experience that you're aware of? 

A. One crews book on. USS FOX. 

MR. BROWN: Maybe you can clarify for me what a 
crews book is. 

MR. NELSON: My understanding of a crews book 
like an annual or year book with photos. Ship, certain 
launch dates. 

MR. BROWN: He has one of those. 

THE WITNESS: One, uh-huh. 

MR. BROWN: For the FOX. 
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THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

MR. BROWN: Did you provide that to us. 

THE WITNESS: I told bow. She said you didn't 

need it. 

MR. BROWN: We don't have it, but we'll get did 

for you. 

MR. NELSON: Then — other than that one crews 
book for the FOX, are you aware of any other type 
documents, books like that regarding your husband's 
ships. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. NELSON: Number 12 is any documents 
writings such as articles, papers or notes concerned 
with health hazards associated with asbestos materials 
in your control. 

MR. BROWN: No. 

MR. NELSON: 13, medical bills incurred due to 
the alleged medical condition. 

MR. BROWN: They are very, very small in 
number. But did you send whatever bills you had up to 
us? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. BROWN: They're in the hundreds of dollars, 
right, something like that. 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 28 

MR. BROWN: We can provide those for you. 

Let's see. That's number 13. 

MR. NELSON: Correct. 

Number 14 any containers of medications that 
your husband used as a result of his medical condition. 

MR. BROWN: You answer that one. 

BY MR. NELSON: 


8 Q. Any medications your husband was taking prior 

9 to the time of his death with respect to his alleged 


10 

asbestos 

condition? 



11 


MR. BROWN: 

Bottles, boxes, tubes, whati 

12 


THE WITNESS: 

: I have a little 

bit left. 

13 


MR. BROWN: 

Do you know what 

you have. 

14 


THE WITNESS: 

: Zofran {}. 


15 

BY MR. NELSON: 



16 

Q. 

Do you know 

what the Zofran was for? 

17 

A. 

Nausea. 



18 

Q. 

Nausea from 

the chemotherapy? 


19 

A. 

(Witness nods head.) 


20 


MR. BROWN: 

Is that it. 


21 


THE WITNESS: 

: That's it. 


22 


MR. BROWN: 

Do you care about 

that. 

23 


MR. NELSON: 

I don't. Unless 

somebody < 
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here. 

Number 15, any documents evidencing claims made 
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against the Manville corporation trust. 

MR. BROWN: No. 

MR. NELSON: And 16 is going to be the same. 

MR. BROWN: No. The answer is no to 16 as 

well. 

MR. NELSON: 17 personell or work diaries kept 
by your husband. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. NELSON: 18 is I believe additional income 
documents, records relating to the — any disability — 
actually, any disability pension or disability insurance 
benefits? 

MR. BROWN: There's one I forgot to mention 
before. I think — I'm not sure we have it but it's a 
$300 a month disability payment the Navy was making 
before his death. 

THE WITNESS: Before his death. 

MR. BROWN: Do you have any that supports that? 

THE WITNESS: That shows he received it. 

MR. BROWN: Right. 

MR. NELSON: Old pay check stubs, anything like 

that. 

MR. BROWN: You don't have — 

THE WITNESS: At home. 

MR. BROWN: What number was that? 
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MR. NELSON: That was number 18. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Did you think of something? 

A. I might have sent it up. 

MR. BROWN: We'll check. 

MR. NELSON: Number 19, writings, related to 
private medical insurance benefit plans. 

MR. BROWN: Now, there are some I guess but do 
we have them. You're talking about insurance policy? 

MR. NELSON: Writings — when I say writings 
it's a broad category of documents, contracts. 

MR. BROWN: Showing — pay some. They paid 
something. 

THE WITNESS: Last hospital, a little bit. 

MR. BROWN: We don't have that. It's not a lot 
of money, but it's — we should get that. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. BROWN: You didn't send that to us. 

THE WITNESS: No, you don't have that. This is 
just coming in. 

MR. BROWN: You can send up what you have. 

MR. NELSON: All writings — number 20 is all 
writings related to any workers compensation benefits 
received by your husband. 

MR. BROWN: No. 
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MR. NELSON: 21 is going to — refers to all 
writings representing recording or referring to 
examination treatments, et cetera of your husband — 

MR. BROWN: I think they would be in the 
medical records. 
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6 MR. NELSON: Yes. 

7 And number 22 is again income. We talked about 

8 that. 

9 23 — 

10 MR. BROWN: We're objecting to the income tax 

11 returns but we're going to let you have the W-2s that 

12 support the amount of income. 

13 MR. NELSON: 23, all writings excluding 

14 confidential attorney-client communications referring to 

15 any claims or lawsuits filed by your husband other than 

16 this lawsuit. 

17 MR. BROWN: There are none? 

18 THE WITNESS: None. 

19 MR. NELSON: 24, any writings representing 

20 recording referring to — or arising out of any 

21 employment of your husband — it looks like some income 

22 but it's a little broader. Wage statements personnel 

23 files physical and/or machine tall examinations medical 

24 clearances performance reviews from your husband's 

25 employments. 
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MR. BROWN: We have one document out of a 


2 

personnel file. I think it's Allied Signal. It was a 

3 

psychological. 


4 


THE 

WITNESS: 

Profile, pre-employment. 

5 


MR. 

SCARVIE: 

You have that? 

6 


MR. 

BROWN: 

We have that. 

7 


MR. 

SCARVIE: 

You're willing to provide that. 

8 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Yes . 

9 


MR. 

NELSON: 

I believe 25 is just additional 

10 

expenses 

, loss of income, damages that we've already 

11 

talked about. 



12 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Yes. 

13 


MR. 

NELSON: 

26 is birth certificate of your 

14 

husband. 




15 


MR. 

BROWN: 

We have that, right. 

16 


THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes . 

17 


MR. 

NELSON: 

27 is marriage certificate. 

18 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Do we have that? 

19 


THE 

WITNESS: 

You have that. 

20 


MR. 

NELSON: 

28 is writings — I believe it to 

21 

be some 

Social Security records but anything additional 

22 

with respect 

to writings with the name of employers. 

23 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Other than Social Security records 

24 

that are 

attached to 

set two. 

25 


MR. 

NELSON: 

Other than that? 
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1 


MR. 

BROWN: 

No. 

2 


MR. 

NELSON: 

29 is documents which contain 

3 

addresses or 

telephone numbers of co-workers and 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


supervisors from jobsites where your husband claimed 
asbestos exposure. 

THE WITNESS: You have that. 

MR. BROWN: I don't know if we have, quote, 
documents that contain it, but there are a couple whose 
names and addresses and phone numbers may have been 
provided in these answers but I'm not sure. We can 
provide that. 

MR. NELSON: Any family bibles identifying or 
relating to the geology ancestors or descendants of your 
husband. 
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15 THE WITNESS: No. 

16 MR. NELSON: And 31, the last one, is all 

17 documents in your possession or control which identify 

18 the retail or wholesale, suppliers of the alleged 

19 asbestos-containing materials which caused the injuries. 

20 MR. BROWN: That's no also. 

21 MR. NELSON: Then we'll have those two marked 

22 as Exhibit 1. 

23 Next, I'm going to hand you what's captioned as 

24 plaintiff's answers to standard interrogatories 

25 propounded by defendants wrongful death set one and ask 
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1 you to take a look at that. 

2 And, Counsel, I'll let you know that there's no 

3 verification attached to that copy. 

4 Q. Mrs. Major, have you seen that document before? 

5 MR. BROWN: You have the documents document 

6 that says verification to follow. 

7 MR. NELSON: Correct. 

8 BY MR. NELSON: 

9 Q. Have you seen this document before? 

10 A. I don't believe so. 

11 Q. Mrs. Major, these were answers that were 

12 prepared by your lawyers with respect to your husband's 

13 claim and these are standard discovery interrogatories 

14 of questions that are made in San Francisco asbestos 

15 cases. 

16 And — let's see. I was hoping they'd be 

17 verified or we'd receive a verification here today. 

18 I guess what I'd like you to do — I don't want 

19 to waste time on the record having you review it now but 

20 maybe at one of the breaks if I ask you to take a look 

21 at those — 

22 MR. BROWN: And confirm that they're all 

23 accurate. 

24 MR. NELSON: Correct. 

25 And I'm going to ask the same — hand over 
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1 plaintiff's answers to standard interrogatories set two 

2 and tell you the verification to follow page is attached 

3 to this one as well. 

4 MR. BROWN: The first one you were talking 

5 about was this one. 

6 MR. NELSON: Yes, that's set one. 

7 MR. BROWN: Did you mark that. 

8 MR. NELSON: I'm going to mark both the 

9 interrogatories asset one and set two as group Defense 

10 Exhibit 2 . 

11 (Documents marked Defendants' Exhibits 2 and 3 
for identification.) 

12 

13 BY MR. NELSON: 

14 Q. So during one of the brakes we'll have you take 

15 a look at these? 

16 MR. BARRON: Maybe we can have an agreement to 

17 provide a clarification for each before the end of the 

18 day. It's easier to manage that way. We've done that 

19 before. We'll often proceed this way. 

20 MR. BROWN: Yes, we should be able to do that. 

21 MR. BARRON: It's better to get the 

22 verification { } . 
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MR. BROWN: I'm a little confused here. You've 
got the standard recognizes, wrongful death and then we 
have — maybe this is to this I don't know. We've got 
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set one and set two over here. This doesn't say set 
one. Are these three all together. 

MR. NELSON: I have two. 

MR. BROWN: These two. I don't know what that 

is. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Mrs. Major, what I'd like to do now is just 
talk a little bit about your husband's work history. 

And this is going to be — I'll be first asking you 
questions about the time before you met him, so there 
may be questions that you just don't have the answer to 
or just don't know or you may. So I'm going to ask you 
any way. 

And listed as Exhibit A to plaintiff's 
responses to standard interrogatories set two are 
employers jobsites of William Earl Major, II. The and 
the first is James B. Tucker, Lebanon, Tennessee. Are 
you aware that your husband worked for — or may have 
worked for James B. Tucker in Lebanon, Tennessee. 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any information regarding that 
alleged employment? 

A. No. 

Q. The next ask James R. Hatcher and James P. 

Barr, Lebanon, Tennessee. Do you know if your husband 
Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 37 

worked foremen by those names? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any information with respect to 
your husband's employment — alleged employment with 
those people? 

A. No. 

Q. The next is City of Lebanon, payroll clerk 
Lebanon, Tennessee. Do you know if your husband ever 
worked for the city of Lebanon as a payroll clerk? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any information with about your 
husband's alleged employment with that entity? 

A. No. 

Q. The next employer listed is Kenneth 0 less 
sister company incorporated Lebanon Tennessee. Are you 
aware if your husband ever worked for a company by that 
name? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any information with respect to 
your husband's employment? 


A. 

No. 


Q. 

With that 

employer? 

A. 

No. 


Q. 

And then 

the next employer listed on Exhibit A 


to set two recognizes is the United States Navy. And 
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the exhibit reads that your husband was an officer in 
the U.S. Navy from 1965 to 1991 ranked from ensign to 
captain. 

Does that sound correct to you? 
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A. He was an ensign right out of college. 

Q. And then was promoted through — 

A. So it would be probably earlier than '65. 

Q. That was his first rank in the Navy as an 
ensign? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And prior to — 

MR. BROWN: He was in ROTC and went straight 
in, so I think we have the wrong date there. Should be 
after 63. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. From the time your husband entered the Navy 
right out of college, whichever year that was and then 
1975 when you met him in San Diego, do you have any 
knowledge as you sit here today, of the ships he served 
aboard during that time or locations where he may have 
served in the Navy between the time he left college and 
joined the Navy till the time you met him? 

A. I don't know very much. 

MR. BROWN: I think he's just asking you if you 
know names of ships that he was on. 
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THE WITNESS: I know names he mentioned. I 
don't know of him being on them. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Do you recall names he mentioned of — are 
these ships that he may have served aboard between 1963 
approximately and 1975? 

A. The USS ENGLAND and the COLUMBUS. 

Q. And between 19 — approximately 1963 and 1975 
when you met other than ships, do you know if your 
husband was stationed at any naval bases or station — 
none ship based service? 

A. Before 1975? 

Q. Correct. 

A. I know of Monterey. 

Q. This was the graduate school? 

A. Yes, he mentioned. 

MR. BROWN: It's called postgraduate. 

THE WITNESS: Postgraduate. 

MR. BROWN: It's a Navy school. 

THE WITNESS: I know he mentioned living in El 
Sagundo so he was — Long Beach. He mentioned living in 
both those places. 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. When he mentioned living in Long Beach and El 
Sagundo, were these Navy bases in El Sagundo and long 
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beep or are these areas where he just worked and then 
lived at a nearby station? 

A. Areas where he lived and worked at a near by 
naval facility. 

Q. What I'd like to do is just see what 
information you have about your husband's employment 
with the Navy prior to the time you met him, any 
specifics that you may have. I'm just going to start 
with the USS COLUMBUS? 

MR. BROWN: Let me suggest because I think 
she's a little confused about it. You don't have to 
conclusively know it. If you just have some information 
about it, you can testify to it. 
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14 THE WITNESS: Okay. I don't know much. 

15 BY MR. NELSON: 

16 Q. What I'm going to start off with is the USS 

17 COLUMBUS. Do you know when your husband served 

18 aboard — the years your husband served aboard the USS 

19 COLUMBUS? 

20 A. No. 

21 Q. Do you know what his job duties were aboard. 

22 USS COLUMBUS? 

23 A. No. 

24 Q. Do you know what his job title was aboard the 

25 USS bus? 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. Do you know where your husband boarded the USS 

3 COLUMBUS for the first time? 

4 A. I believe that's the ship he boarded in 

5 San Francisco. 

6 Q. Do you know any ports that your husband may 

7 have visited aboard the USS COLUMBUS after he left — 

8 after it left San Francisco? 

9 A. No. 

10 Q. Did your husband ever mention to you that he 

11 observed any decking repair work or decking work aboard 

12 the USS COLUMBUS? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Did your husband ever mention to you that he 

15 saw any — let me take it a step back. Did your husband 

16 ever tell you how the USS COLUMBUS was powered? 


17 

A. 

No. 

18 

Q. 

Do you know how the USS COLUMBUS was powered? 

19 

A. 

I thought awful them were steamships. I don't 

20 

know. 


21 

Q. 

That's just a general belief you're working off 

22 

of? 


23 

A. 

Uh-huh. Yes. 

24 

Q. 

Did your husband ever tell you that he saw any 


25 boilers aboard the USS COLUMBUS? 
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1 A. Not the COLUMBUS. 

2 Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he saw any 

3 heat exchangers or furnaces aboard the COLUMBUS? 

4 A. No. 

5 Q. And did your husband ever tell you that he saw 

6 pipe conversation or pipe — or thermal insulation 

7 materials aboard the COLUMBUS? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 

10 he was exposed to asbestos-containing products during 

11 his service aboard the COLUMBUS? 

12 A. Are you asking me specifically the COLUMBUS? 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. He never said anything specifically about the 

15 COLUMBUS. 

16 Q. And did your husband ever tell you the 

17 manufacturer, brand or supplier of any materials he 

18 worked with or around aboard the COLUMBUS? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. And did your husband tell you the names of any 

21 co-workers or fellow servicemen he served with aboard 

22 the COLUMBUS? 
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23 A. No. 

24 Q. And do you know if your husband was aboard this 

25 vessel when it — during its original construction? 
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1 A. I don't know. 

2 Q. Did your husband ever tell you when he believed 

3 the COLUMBUS was built? 

4 A. No. 

5 MR. NELSON: Any follow-up on the COLUMBUS? 

6 BY MR. NELSON: 

7 Q. Then I'd like to move on to the USS ENGLAND and 

8 ask you similar questions. First of all, do you know 

9 when your husband served aboard the USS ENGLAND? 

10 A. No, not specifically. 

11 Q. Do you know how long he served aboard the USS 

12 ENGLAND? 

13 A. No, not specifically. 

14 Q. Do you know what your husband's job title was 

15 aboard or assignment was aboard the USS ENGLAND? 

16 A. I believe he was called missiles and combat 

17 system officer. 

18 Q. Do you recall what your husband's rank was at 

19 the time he served or do you know what your husband's 

20 rank was at the time he served aboard the USS ENGLAND? 

21 A. No. 

22 Q. As a missile and combat systems officer, do you 

23 know your husband's job duties were in that capacity? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Aboard the USS ENGLAND, did your husband ever 
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1 tell you that he saw any boilers, furnaces or heat 

2 exchangers? 

3 A. He didn't say. 

4 Q. Did your husband ever tell you during his time 

5 aboard the USS ENGLAND he saw any decking removal or 

6 repair work? 

7 A. No, he never said. 

8 Q. Did your husband ever tell you during his work 

9 that during his work aboard the USS ENGLAND he saw any 

10 pipe covering or thermal insulation materials? 

11 A. Never said. 

12 Q. Did your husband ever tell you specifically 

13 with respect to the USS ENGLAND that he believed he was 

14 exposed to asbestos during his service aboard the USS 

15 ENGLAND? 

16 A. He didn't say specifically. 

17 Q. Do you know the manufacturer brand or supplier 

18 of any materials your husband worked with or around 

19 during his service aboard the USS ENGLAND? 

20 A. No. 

21 Q. Do you know the names of any co-workers or 

22 fellow servicemen that your husband served with during 

23 his time aboard the USS ENGLAND? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Do you know if your husband was involved in the 
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1 original construction of the USS ENGLAND? 

2 A. I don't think so, but I don't know for sure. 

3 Q. Did your husband ever tell you any specific 

4 areas of the ship that he worked aboard during the USS 


http://legacy.library.ucsf.§dHU^toitoKrtl||0f^O0/(f5ndlndustrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/njhl0001 



5 ENGLAND? 

6 A. No. 

7 Q. Same question with regard to the USS COLUBMUS. 

8 Did your husband ever tell you any specific areas of the 

9 ship he worked aboard while on the COLUMBUS? 

10 A. He didn't mention on that ship. 

11 MR. NELSON: Any follow-up on the ENGLAND. 

12 EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

13 Mrs. Major, hello. Ellen Lockridge. 

14 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

15 Q. Ma'am, do you know where your husband boarded 

16 this ship initially. 

17 A. No, I don't know. 

18 Q. Do you know if the shop underwent any sort of 

19 repair or renovation when he was serving aboard? 

20 A. I don't know. 

21 Q. Same question with respect to the USS 

22 COLUMBUS. Do you know if your husband was aboard that 

23 ship when it underwent any sort of repair or — 

24 A. I don't know. Uh-uh. 

25 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Thank you. 
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1 EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 

2 BY MR. NELSON: 

3 Q. Mrs. Major, I then would like to talk about the 

4 Monterey postgraduate school. Do you know when your 

5 husband attended the Monterey postgraduate school? 

6 A. He told me, and I — it's gone. 

7 Q. Do you know how long he was there roughly? Was 

8 it a semester, a year? 

9 A. No. I'm sure if was two years. I'm not 

10 positive exactly, but I know it was about two years. 

11 Q. And during this two years — approximate two 

12 years at the Monterey postgraduate school, do you know 

13 if your husband ever served on or went aboard any ships 

14 during this time period? 

15 A. He did not serve. He may have gone on. I 

16 don't know. 

17 Q. Do you know the names of any ships that he may 

18 have gone on during this two-year period? 

19 A. No, no. 

20 Q. And your husband was a opportunity at this 

21 time; is that correct? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And during his time at the Monterey 

24 postgraduate school, did your husband ever tell you that 

25 he saw any boilers insinuators or furnaces? 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. During the time at the postgraduate school in 

3 Monterey, did your husband ever tell you that he saw any 

4 construction or demolition of buildings at that site? 

5 A. He never mentioned it. 

6 Q. And did your husband tell you that he saw any 

7 pipe covering or thermal insulation materials at any 

8 time during his studies at the Monterey postgraduate 

9 school? 

10 A. He didn't say anything. 

11 Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 

12 he was exposed to asbestos during his studies at the 

13 Monterey postgraduate school? 
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A. No. 

Q. And did your husband ever tell you that he 
observed any decking rip out or repair work at any time 
during his studies during the month — at the Monterey 
graduate school when he may have gone on a ship? 

A. He never said anything. 

MR. NELSON: Follow-up on the Monterey 
postgraduate school? 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Then, Mrs. Major, the next — I'd like to talk 
about El Sagundo and Long Beach where your husband 
lived. Do you know what naval station or naval base he 
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was — to which he was stationed during the time he 
lived in El Sagundo or Long Beach? 

A. No. I just — he only said he lived there. 

Q. Do you know if during the time he lived there 
he was stationed aboard any ships? 

A. I'm not sure. 

Q. During the time he lived in El Sagundo or Long 
Beach, do you know what his job title was? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know what any of his job duties were 
during the time he lived in El Sagundo or Long Beach? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any — do you have any information 
with respect to your — any specific employment that 
your husband may have done during the time or specific 
duties your husband may have performed during the time 
he lived in El Sagundo or Long Beach. 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband ever tell you the manufacturer 
brand or supplier of any materials he worked with or 
around during his — during the time he lived in El 
Sagundo or Long Beach? 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 
he was exposed to asbestos during his naval service at 
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the time he lived in El Sagundo or Long Beach? 

A. No. 

Q. I'm just going to ask you some group questions 
with respect to all — we talked about the USS ENGLAND, 
the USS COLUMBUS, the Monterey postgraduate school and 
generally about El Sagundo and Long Beach time period 
employment. 

Did you ever visit either of the ships or any 
of the ships that your husband served aboard during the 
time that you met him later on while you were married or 
after you had met? 

A. You're asking me if I ever visited the COLUMBUS 
or the ENGLAND? 

Q. Correct. 

A. No. 

Q. And did you ever go to the Monterey 
postgraduate school with your husband? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you recall when that was? 

A. No, I can't recall when. Late '70s. 

Q. And was this on only one occasion you visited 
the Monterey postgraduate school with your husband? 
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A. 

Yes . 



24 

Q. 

Or was it more than one occasion? 


25 

A. 

One. 
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1 

Q. 

How 

long was this visit? 


2 

A. 

Just 

a couple of days. 


3 

Q. 

And 

during that time, did your husband 

point 


4 out or show you — strike that. 

5 During that visit, did your husband mention or 

6 refer to any buildings or — that he saw being 

7 demolished or constructed like pointed things out to you 

8 during your visit to the graduate school. 

9 A. I think there's two questions there. 

10 Q. During your — let me break it up for you. 

11 During your visit, did your husband ever point 

12 out any buildings that he saw being constructed like say 

13 oh when I was here back when that building was being 

14 built. 

15 A. I don't remember him saying that. 

16 Q. The same question with respect to buildings 

17 being demolished; did you ever point out to you oh there 

18 was a building there that I saw getting torn down? 

19 A. No, he never said that. 

20 Q. And during your visit to the Monterey 

21 postgraduate school, did you see any boilers insinuators 

22 or furnaces? 

23 A. No. 

24 Q. And during your visit to the Monterey pose 

25 graduate school, did you see any pipe covering or 
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1 thermal insulation materials? 

2 A. No. 

3 Q. And then after this one visit in the late — 

4 one visit for a couple of days in the 1970s you never 

5 visited the Monterey postgraduate school again; is that 

6 correct? 

7 A. That's — that's correct. 

8 Q. And did you ever visit the naval base or 

9 station where your husband worked during the time he 


10 

lived in El Sagundo or Long Beach? 





11 

A. (Witness shakes head.). 






12 

Q. That was a no? 






13 

A. No. That was a no. 






14 

Q. I'm just going to open 

it 

up 

to any 

follow-up 

15 

for pre-marriage naval exposure? 






16 

BY MR. NELSON: 






17 

Q. Mrs. Major, we've been 

going 

for about 

a hour 

18 

so why don't we just take a quick break? 



19 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 






20 

(Break taken.) 






21 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 






22 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 






23 

Q. Mrs. Major, my name is 

Ellen 

Lockridge. 

I 

24 

introduced myself earlier. I'll 

be 

taking over 

for 

25 

Mr. Nelson and I will be asking 

the 

majority 

of 

the 
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1 questions probably the remainder of the morning. So let 

2 me know if something is unclear or my questions don't 

3 make sense to you or if you need to take a break at any 

4 time. 
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A. Okay. 

Q. Are you able to continue with your deposition? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I believe when we took a break, we were 
discussing the period of time when your husband 
worked — or lived in El Sagundo and Long Beach area. I 
believe that you stated earlier that he attended 
destroyer school; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know where that was? 

A. The destroyer school is in Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

Q. Do you know when that was? 

A. No. 

Q. It was prior to the time you met him; is that 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how long he was there? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know what he was doing there? 

A. In school. 
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Q. Do you know if he served aboard any ships when 
he was at destroyer school at Rhode Island? 

A. I don't think so. 

MR. BROWN: The word serve suggests being 
assigned to as opposed to being on. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Thank you for that 
clarification. 

MR. BROWN: I just want to make sure that was 
the clarification. Is that accurate. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: That's fair enough. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Mrs. Major, do you know if your husband worked 
aboard any ships or worked aboard any ships when he 
attend the school in Rhode Island? 

A. I don't think so. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 
respect to that? 

EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

MS. BRADSHAW: Did your husband mention to you 
that there was any construction going on at the 
destroyer school during his attendance. 

A. No, he didn't mention that. 

MS. BRADSHAW: Thank you. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 
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Q. Now, that you've had some time to think about 
it, do you know the name of any ships, if any, other 
than the USS ENGLAND and USS COLUMBUS that your husband 
served aboard prior to the time that you met him? 

A. I don't know of any. 

MR. BROWN: Let me throw out that we don't know 
the name of the ship but as midship man he took a tour 
to the Mediterranean. We were trying to identify the 
name of that ship. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Do you know the name of that ship, Mrs. Major? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know when that was? 
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A. A summer during college is what it is. 

Q. Do you know what his duties were aboard that 
ship, if any? 

A. No, midship man. 

Q. Do you know if that ship went in for repair at 
any shipyard when your husband was aboard it? 

A. I'm not positive. I don't think so. 

Q. Do you know where he boarded the ship? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know where he disembarked? 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know how long he was aboard that ship? 
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A. No longer than a summer. 

Q. Do you know where aboard the ship he went? 

A. He went to the Mediterranean. 

Q. But aboard the vessel itself, do you know where 
he went? 


A. No. 


Q. Do you know what type of vessel it was? 
A. No. 


Q. Do you know the names of any people who were 
aboard that ship when he was aboard the ship? 


A. No. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up? 
BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 


Q. Actually with respect to the destroyer school 
that he attendnd Rhode Island, do you know the names of 
any individuals who attended that school with him? 

A. No. 


Q. 

serving 

A. 

Q. 

long he 
is that 

A. 

Q. 


Now you said when you met your husband he was 
aboard the USS FOX; is that correct? 

Yes . 

I believe that you said you did not know how 
had been assigned that ship before you met him; 
correct? 

I don't know exactly. 

And I believe you also stated that he was 
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aboard that ship approximately one year after you met 
him; is that correct? 

A. Yeah, about one year. 

Q. And you believe he was a weapons officer; is 
that correct? 


A. That was his job description. 

Q. Do you know if he had any other job description 
other than weapons officer aboard the USS FOX? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. As a weapons officer, do you know what his job 
duties were? 


A. No, not really. 

Q. Do you know what parts of the ship he worked 

in? 

A. He was all over the ship. 

Q. Do you know specifically if he worked in any 
specific areas? 

A. I know he had watch duty on the bridge and he 
had some — he had held some duty in the boiler room, in 
the engine. 

Q. Did you ever go aboard the USS FOX when your 
husband was working aboard it? 
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A. 

24 

Q. 

25 

A. 

1 

Q. 

2 

A. 

3 

one day 

4 

Q. 
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5 any repair work performed to the ship itself? 

6 A. Repair work you mean on — 

7 Q. On the ship. 

8 A. Fixing part of the ship you're asking in. 

9 Q. Yes. 


10 

A. 

I'm not aware of that. 


11 

Q. 

Did you ever go into the engine room or 

boiler 

12 

room aboard the USS FOX? 


13 

A. 

Yes . 


14 

Q. 

How many different occasions? 


15 

A. 

One. 


16 

Q. 

And was that just to see what it looked 

like? 

17 

A. 

Yes. 


18 

Q. 

When you were in the engine room — well 

r 

19 

strike 

that. 


20 


Was it an engine room or a boiler room. 

do you 

21 

know? 



22 

A. 

They called it the boiler room. They called 

23 

it. 



24 

Q. 

Did you see a boiler? 


25 

A. 

Yes, I think. Big thing like that 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


(indicating) . 

Q. Did you see more than one? 

A. I think so. 

Q. Did you see any work performed to the bill 
letter? 

A. No. 


7 Q. — or boilers when you were in the room? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Did you see your husband perform any work to a 

10 boiler when you were in that room? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. Do you know the name or the manufacturer of the 

13 boiler or boilers? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. Do you know if the USS FOX underwent any sort 

16 of repair when your husband served aboard? 

17 A. Before I met him, it was in overhaul. He had 

18 said he had joined it during overhaul, with overhaul. 

19 Q. And do you know where that overhaul was? 

20 A. I believe it was in Long Beach. 

21 Q. Do you know if he was on the vessel when it 

22 underwent overhaul in Long Beach? 

23 A. Yeah, he was assigned to it. Yes, he was on. 

24 Q. Do you know what his duties were at that time? 

25 A. I'm not positive. I think he was always called 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 59 

1 weapons officer, but... 

2 Q. Did he tell you anything else about the 

3 overhaul? 

4 A. No. 
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Q. Did he tell you the names of any individuals 
who performed work on the ship during the overhaul? 

A. No. 


Q. Did he tell you the names of any companies that 
performed work on that ship during that overhaul? 

A. No. 

Q. Did he tell you was he present when certain 
repairs took place aboard that ship? 

A. I'm trying to think what he said. He would be 
on the ship through the day. I mean I know he was on 
the ship through the day. 

Q. Do you know if your husband was present when 
any repair work was performed to decking on the ship? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know if he was present when any work was 
performed to a boiler aboard that ship, any repair work? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know the names of any people who served 
aboard the USS FOX with your husband? 

A. The company tin, captain — now, it's Wheels or 
Wheeler. It's in the cruise book. I met him. 
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Q. Captain Wheeler? 

A. I think that's his name. It's in the crews 


book. 


Q. Anyone else? 
A. No. 


Q. And crews book as I understand it is in your 
possession; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I would appreciate it if you would turn it over 
to your counsel? 

A. I will. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Counsel, if you could make that 
available to us, that would be appreciated. 

MR. BROWN: Sounds reasonable. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up about 
the work — the service aboard the USS FOX? 


EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. During the occasions that you went on to the 
USS FOX, were they all confined to the one-year period? 

MR. BROWN: I'm sorry. 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. That he was assigned to the ship? 

A. Yes. I was never on the ship when he was not 
assigned to it. 
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Q. And when you say he was assigned to the ship, 
did he sleep on the vessel? 

A. When it was at sea. 

Q. When it was docked he would leave the ship in 
the afternoon to come home? 

A. In the evening he would come home unless he had 
duty, then he would stay. 

Q. Approximately how long were his shifts on board 
the USS FOX during the period that you were together? 

A. When he would — how often he would have duty; 
is that what you're asking? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Every third night would be common. 
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Q. And how many hours were his shifts? 

MR. BROWN: How many hours what? 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. How many hours was he on board the vessel on 
each shift? 

A. He would stay on for 24. 

MS. BRADSHAW: Thank you. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. After he left the USS FOX — were you married 
at that time when he was reassigned? 

A. Right when he left? 
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Q. Yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did he do next? 

A. He went to a lab in Pt. Loma. 

Q. And what did he do at the lab in Pt. Loma? 

A. It's a civilian — it's scientific research. 

I'm not real positive what the Navy does — he was only 
there for year and a half, something like that. 

Q. Approximately a year and a half? 

A. About a year and a half. 

Q. Was that in 1976 when he first went to the lab 
in Pt. Loma, if you know? 

A. He went in — he went straight from the FOX. 

So that must be right. Some '76 — we got married in 
'll. Am I a year off? Let me think. He went from the 
FOX to the lab. The exact years I don't have in my head 
right now. I could backtrack. 

Q. That's okay. What's your best approximation of 
the year that he went to the lab in Pt. Loma? 

A. That must be about right. 

Q. And he was there for approximately a year and a 
half; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What were his specific job duties, if you know? 
A. I don't know. 
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Q. Do you know what his job title was? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever visit him there? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if he worked aboard any vessels 
when he was there? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know if — well, do you know if he 
worked in the building? 

A. I believe so. There was a building. 

Q. Do you know if he was present when that 
building had any repair or remodel or construction to 
the structure itself? 

A. I'm — I don't — I didn't hear of it. 

Q. Do you know if there was a boiler there? 

A. I don't know. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up to that? 
EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Did your husband ever express to you his belief 
that he had been exposed to any asbestos related 
material while employed at the Pt. Loma lab? 
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A. 

He never said anything like that. 


24 


MS. BRADSHAW 

: Thank you. 


25 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 
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1 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 



2 

Q. 

Now after he 

left this lab in Pt. 

Loma, do you 

3 

know where he went next? 


4 

A. 

He went to Crystal City, Washington, D.C. 

5 

Q. 

Do you know 

— 


6 


MR. BROWN: 

Crystal City? 


7 


THE WITNESS: 

Uh-huh. 


8 


MR. BROWN: 

Where is that? 


9 


THE WITNESS: 

It's right across - 

- 

10 


MR. BROWN: 

In Virginia? 


11 


THE WITNESS: 

Yeah. Right across 

from the 

12 

Pentagon. 



13 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 



14 

Q. 

Did you move 

with him? 


15 

A. 

A little bit 

later. A few months 

later. 

16 

Q. 

Do you know 

what month he moved there? 

17 

A. 

He went, I believe it was — I don't really 

18 

have my 

contract. He 

went in the fall, I 

think. August 

19 

or September. 



20 

Q. 

Of what year 

9 


21 

A. 

Of — I believe it was '78. 


22 

Q. 

And when did 

you join him? 


23 

A. 

The next summer. 


24 

Q. 

The summer of 1979? 


25 

A. 

Yeah. 
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1 Q. Who was he working for at Crystal City? 

2 A. It was the Navy. 

3 Q. And is the location called Crystal City? The 

4 name of the place he was working Crystal City a city? 

5 A. Is an area across from the Pentagon. A lot of 

6 Navy there. 

7 Q. Is there a name for the location where he was 

8 working? 


9 

A. 

His offices? 


10 

Q. 

Yes. 


11 

A. 

Yes. And I don't know it. 


12 

Q. 

But he was working for the Navy? 


13 

A. 

Yes . 


14 

Q. 

How long did he stay there? 


15 

A. 

Three years. 


16 

Q. 

Do you know what specific month and year 

he 

17 

left that employment? 


18 

A. 

Yes. We went to Hawaii. We went I think 

it 

19 

was August 3 years later that we left. 


20 

Q. 

So would that be approximately August of 

s 81? 

21 

A. 

Uh-huh. July or August of '81. 


22 

Q. 

Did you ever visit him at this location where 

23 

he was 

working? 


24 

A. 

. No. 


25 


MR. BROWN: Where are you now? 




Aiken & Welch Reporters 




DIRTY ASCII 

6 6 

1 


THE WITNESS: Crystal City. No, I couldn't. 

2 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 


3 

Q. 

Why couldn't you? 


4 

A. 

Top security clearance. 
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6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Q. What were his job duties, if you know? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know what his job title was? 

A. He was a project manager. Let me think. Of 
seafire, yes. 

Q. What seafire? 

A. It's a fire extinguishing system that they were 
developing for certain ships. 

Q. Do you know if he worked aboard any ships or 
went aboard any ships during this time? 

A. I don't know. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know what type of ships seafire was 
intended for? 

A. I don't know now. No. 

Q. Do you know the type of material that seafire 
was made of? 


A. No. 

Q. Do you know if during the time period that your 
husband worked at Crystal City for the Navy, if he was 
present when any construction was performed to the 
building he worked in? 
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A. I don't know. I'm not sure. 

Q. Did he ever tell you that he believed he was 
exposed to asbestos during this time period when he 
worked for the Navy at Crystal City during these three 
years? 

A. He never said that. 

Q. Do you know if there was a boiler in the 
building where he worked? 

A. I don't know. 

MR. BROWN: Are you getting the idea that he 
represents a boilermaker. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: I'm here for everybody. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Do you know the names of any individuals who 
worked with him during this time period? 

A. That worked with him. No, I don't know who 
worked with him. 

Q. Do you know the names of any people who worked 
for the Navy at Crystal City during the time period that 
he worked there? 

A. I can't recall people who were at Crystal City. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 
respect to this employment. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 
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Q. Do you know if your husband was working with 
outside developers on the seafire project? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. Do you know the names of any of those outside 
developers? 

A. No, I don't offhand. 

Q. Do you know if your husband was involved in 
testing the seafire material? 

A. I believe so, but I can't be positive. I 
believe I remember that, but I can't be positive. 

Do you recall the manner in which seafire was 


Q. 

tested? 

A. 


He wouldn't talk about that. 
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14 

Q. 

Do you know if seafire was a spray-on material? 

15 

A. 

No, I don't — I don't even know that. 


16 

Q. 

Do you know if the Navy ultimately used 


17 

seafire? 


18 

A. 

I don't think they did. 


19 

Q. 

Do you know why? 


20 

A. 

I think the ship was outdated when they got 

it 

21 

finished. I think — I heard that. They weren't using 

22 

that ship anymore. 


23 

Q. 

Was seafire being developed for one particular 

24 

ship? 



25 

A. 

Type. 
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1 

Q. 

One particular type of ship? 


2 

A. 

That's what I understood. 


3 

Q. 

And you don't know what type of ship? 


4 

A. 

No. 


5 


MS. BRADSHAW: That's all. Thank you. 


6 

EXAMINATION BY MR. BOONE: 


7 

BY MR. 

BOONE: 


8 

Q. 

Did your husband put on commander while he 


9 

was — 



10 

A. 

I was thinking. When did he make commander 

. 

11 

He was 

a commander in Crystal City. 


12 

Q. 

Somewhere between Pt. Loma and Crystal City 

he 

13 

put on 

commander? 


14 

A. 

Put on the stripe. This is awful. I can't 


15 

believe 

I forgot that when he made commander. That's 

16 

huge. 

He might have possibly left the FOX as a 


17 

commander. I'm not sure T was right in there, yes. 

He 

18 

went to 

Crystal City as a commander. 


19 


MR. BOONE: Thank you. 


20 

EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 


21 


MS. BRADSHAW: Mrs. Major, did your husband 


22 

spend his entire three year tenure at Crystal City 


23 

working 

on seafire. 


24 

A. 

I believe so. 


25 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 
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1 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 


2 

Q. 

I believe said after — excuse me. Can we 

go 

3 

off the 

record a second. 


4 


(Off the record.) 


5 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 


6 

Q. 

Mrs. Major, after you and your husband left 

the 

7 

crystal 

springs area, what type of work did your husband 

8 

do next? 


9 

A. 

He went to Hawaii and he was on the staff. 


10 

Q. 

I'm sorry? 


11 

A. 

The staff. What do they call it? 


12 


MR. BOONE: SinPac. SinPac Fleet. 


13 


THE WITNESS: SinPac. 


14 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 


15 

Q. 

Does that mean that he served aboard a ship 

or 

16 

he was 

stationed at a base? 


17 

A. 

At a base. 


18 

Q. 

What base was he stationed at? 


19 

A. 

Up at Makalapa is the area. 


20 

Q. 

Is that on Oahu? 


21 

A. 

Yes. 


22 

Q. 

How do you spell? 
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23 

A. 

M-a-k-a-l-a-p-a. 


24 

Q. 

What were his job duties there? 


25 

A. 

I don't know. 
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1 

Q. 

His rank was commander? 


2 

A. 

He was commander. 


3 

Q. 

Do you know what he was commander of? 


4 

A. 

It's in an office. I don't know. It was 


5 

called 

— it's called Washington West. It's very — 


6 

it's a 

busy, busy place. 


7 

Q. 

And he worked in an office? 


8 

A. 

Uh-huh. 


9 

Q. 

Did he work in one office building? 


10 

A. 

Uh-huh. 


11 

Q. 

Did he go aboard any ships — 


12 


MR. BROWN: Say yes. 


13 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


14 

BY MS. 

LOCKRIDGE: 


15 

Q. 

Did you go aboard any ships, to your knowledge. 

16 

during 

this time period? 


17 

A. 

He went into the shipyard some days, but I 


18 

don't know what for. 


19 

Q. 

Do you know which shipyard that is? 


20 

A. 

The one on Oahu, Pearl Harbor. 


21 

Q. 

When he went into the Pearl Harbor shipyard 

, do 

22 

you know if he went aboard ships? 


23 

A. 

I don't know. 


24 

Q. 

Do you know what he was doing there? 


25 

A. 

No. 




Aiken & Welch Reporters 




DIRTY ASCII 

72 

1 

Q. 

Do you know if he was present when any repair. 

2 

remodel 

work was performed to the building that he 


3 

worked 

in? 


4 

A. 

I don't know if there was repair. 


5 

Q. 

Do you know the names of any people he worked 

6 

with at 

the mack Kapalapa location in Hawaii? 


7 

A. 

Admiral Wyatt. 


8 

Q. 

I'm sorry? 


9 

A. 

Admiral Wyatt, W-y-a-t-t. 


10 

Q. 

What's the first name? Did you say Edral? 


11 

A. 

"Admiral." I don't know his first name. I 


12 

have to 

find it. 


13 

Q. 

Anyone else? 


14 

A. 

That worked in his offices? 


15 

Q. 

Correct. 


16 

A. 

I can picture a few younger guys. I don't 

know 

17 

their names. 


18 

Q. 

When did your husband arrive in Hawaii, what 

19 

month and year? 


20 

A. 

We — in July of '81. 


21 

Q. 

And how long did you stay there? 


22 

A. 

Three years. 


23 

Q. 

Were you with him the entire time? 


24 

A. 

Yes . 


25 

Q. 

To 1983? 
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1 

A. 

No, '84. We came back in '84. 


2 

Q. 

What month in '84? 


3 

A. 

We came back in August '84. 


4 


MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 
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5 respect to this time period? 

6 EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

7 BY MS. BRADSHAW: 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Q. While were you in Hawaii, did he ever express 
the belief to you that he had been exposed to asbestos 
related material? 

A. No. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. So in 1984 when you returned back to the 
Continent — 

A. That's what they say. 

Q. — what was your husband's next employment? 

A. He went to the Long Beach shipyard. 

Q. When did he start employment in the Long Beach 
shipyard? 

A. Either August or first of September, '84. 

Right away. 

Q. How long did he stay there? 

A. Supposed to be three years. I believe a year 
and a half, I believe. 
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Q. 

Was 

there any reason why he 

left 

early? 

A. 

He 

was 

sent 

somewhere else. 



Q. 

Do 

you 

know 

what month and 

year 

he left the 


4 Long Beach shipyard? 

5 A. No, 'cause we didn't move. What month? Uh-uh. 

6 I think we have it in the — I can sit here and figure 

7 it out again. I think we have it in the chronology. 

8 Q. According to Exhibit A in the set two 

9 interrogatory responses, your husband was at Long Beach 


10 

naval shipyard from 1983 to 1986? Does that 

sound 

11 

correct 

to you? 


12 

A. 

That's three years. I don't believe 

he stayed 

13 

the full 

three. He got sent off early. 


14 


(Witness reviewing document.) 


15 


We came back — am I off a year? I 

bet you 

16 

it's '84 

kQ 

00 


17 

Q. 

That's your best estimate of the time period? 

18 

A. 

Yes, yes. 


19 

Q. 

At the Long Beach shipyard, what was 

his job 

20 

title? 



21 

A. 

I don't know. They — I don't know 

the title. 

22 

Q. 

What were his job duties? 


23 

A. 

He worked on — he was overseeing repairs of 

24 

the ships that were in. 


25 

Q. 

When you say that he was overseeing 

the repairs 
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1 

of ships 

, what do you mean by that? 


2 

A. 

All I know is he was inspecting repairs on 

3 

ships that were in dock. 


4 

Q. 

Do you know the names of any of the 

ships that 

5 

he inspected the repairs on? 


6 

A. 

I don't personally. I mean he — he 

mentioned 

7 

the MISSOURI, 'cause it's such a neat ship. 


8 

Q. 

Any other ships that you recall? 


9 

A. 

No. 


10 

Q. 

When he was inspecting the repairs of the 


11 ships, does that mean that he, to your knowledge, would 

12 go on to the ship after the repair work had been 

13 performed to make sure it had met standards? 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
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A. After it had been performed — I think he went 
on throughout checking the — the repair. 

Q. Now the location where he worked, is the name 
of that location to your knowledge, the Long Beach 
shipyard? 

A. Yes, it was. It's gone now. 

Q. Any other name to it that you know of? 

A. Long Beach naval shipyard. 

Q. And to your knowledge it's no longer there? 

A. It's not there. 

Q. Is it functioning any other name or is it just 

gone? 
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A. I don't know that it's functioning yet. I 
think they're still deciding what to do with it. 

Q. Was your husband responsible, to your 
knowledge, for hiring people to perform work on these 
ships, or was that done through another office or 
agency? 

A. I don't think he hired. 

Q. Do you know if he negoitated the contracts for 
the repairs? 

A. I'm not sure. 

Q. Do you know who performed the repair work on 
the ships that he inspected? 

A. No. 

Q. And that was kind of a vague question. Do you 
know who — the name of any companies that performed the 
work? 

A. That's what I thought you meant. No. 

Q. Do you know the names of any individuals who 
performed the repair work on the ships that he 
inspected? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you know the areas of any ships that your 
husband went into to look — to inspect the repairs? 

MR. BROWN: In the ship you mean. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Yes. 
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THE WITNESS: In the ship. He didn't — he 
didn't talk about it. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Did you — 

MR. BROWN: Can you find a good place to stop 
because we wanted to stop 12:00 to 1:00 for scheduling 
purposes. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: You did. This is as good a 
point as any. 

(Lunch recess taken.) 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Good afternoon, Mrs. Major. How are you doing? 

A. Fine. 

MR. BROWN: Let me say something. There was 
some investigation done over the hour and we have 
identified the ship on which as a midship he took his 
summer cruise. It was called the USS ROBINSON. He 
joined did in Europe near Monaco and he came home across 
the Atlantic. 1962. That would have been the year 
before he graduated. 

Then we also {SOFRD} that he spent some time at 
the Vallejo shipyard and also at the Norfolk shipyard. 
And apparently on the Norfolk shipyard he was on the 
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23 COLUMBUS and in Vallejo we're not sure what ship he was 

24 on in Vallejo. 

25 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Counsel, what was the source of 
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1 your information? 

2 MR. BROWN: Major source is his mother. 

3 MS. LOCKRIDGE: So you spoke to his mother over 

4 the hour. 

5 MR. BROWN: My client did. 

6 THE WITNESS: I did. 

7 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Any other source. 

8 MR. BROWN: No, that's it. 

9 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

10 Q. When you say the Vallejo shipyard, do you 

11 know — 

12 MR. BROWN: Mare Island. I just said Vallejo 

13 but Mare Island. 

14 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 


15 

Q. 

Mrs. Major, did your mother-in-law know what 

16 

year? 


17 

A. 

At Mare Island? 

18 

Q. 

Yes, your husband spent at Mare Island? 

19 

A. 

Yes, she gave dates. October '67 to January 

20 

' 68 . 


21 

Q. 

And did she say what he was doing there at that 

22 

time? 


23 

A. 

She doesn't know. 

24 

Q. 

Did she know if he was assigned a particular 


25 ship at that time? 
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1 A. She didn't know anything. 

2 MR. BROWN: I might add that she did say 

3 apparently that that was his mailing address during that 

4 period of time. She wrote to him at the Mare Island 

5 Naval Shipyard. That is where he was. 

6 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

7 Q. Will Mrs. Major, did your mother-in-law say 

8 whether or not she has any letters from your husband 

9 during that period of time? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. I don't know if you can do this, but I would 

12 like to have those letters produced that she has in her 

13 possession if that's possible? 

14 MR. BROWN: Let's look at that and see what 

15 happens. I'm not sure we can do that, but we'll look at 

16 it. 

17 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

18 Q. Now, with respect to the Norfolk shipyard, 

19 there a specific name for that or is that just the 

20 Norfolk shipyard? Is that — 

21 MR. BROWN: It's U.S. naval shipyard Norfolk 

22 Virginia. 

23 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

24 Q. Is that what she referred to it as? 

25 A. The New York folk shipyard is what she said 
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1 exactly. 

2 Q. And she believes your husband was serving 

3 aboard the COLUMBUS when he was stationed at the Norfolk 

4 shipyard; is that correct? 
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5 


A. Yes. 




6 


Q. Did 

she have 

a specific year for that? 


7 


A. '67, 

I think 

. 


8 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Yes. 


9 


THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes, '67 . 


10 

BY 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: 



11 


Q. Was 

that prior to the time that he served at 

12 

Mare Island? 

You had 

said that she believed he 

served 

13 

at 

Mare Island from October '67 to — 


14 


A. That's right 

Prior. 


15 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Was it prior or later. 


16 


THE 

WITNESS: 

Prior, I thought. 


17 


MR. 

BROWN: 

The October '67 to January 

' 68 wa: 

18 

at 

Vallejo. 




19 


THE 

WITNESS: 

That was Vallejo, but — 


20 


MR. 

BROWN: 

We don't really know. It's 

very 

21 

confused. 




22 

BY 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: 



23 


Q. Mrs. 

Major, 

are those notes in your 


24 

handwriting? 




25 


A. Yes. 
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22 

23 
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Q. Is? 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 
respect to this? 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Let's continue with your husband's work at the 
Long Beach naval shipyard that we were discussing prior 
to lunch. 

You said that you believed that your husband 
inspected repairs aboard the USS MISSOURI; is that 
correct. 

A. I believe he worked on it. 

Q. You believe he worked on it? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What board did he perform aboard the USS 
MISSOURI? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. So you believe that his work encompassed more 
than inspecting repairs aboard that ship; is that 
correct? 

MR. BROWN: More than inspection repairs is a 
little vague. Can you make that a little more clear. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. I believe earlier the fax that you believe your 
husband's job duties included inspecting repairs aboard 
ships at Long Beach naval shipyard is; is that correct? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. So when you say that you believe that he 

3 actually worked aboard the MISSOURI, do you know mean 

4 that he — his job duties included more than merely 

5 inspecting repairs aboard the ship, that he actually may 

6 have performed hands-on work, or what do you mean by 

7 that? 


8 A. If I understand correctly, I — I'm not — I 

9 think you're saying did he actually do the repair work 

10 or did he inspect the repair work; is that what you're 

11 asking. 

12 Q. Let's start over again. 

13 Do you know what work, if any, your husband 
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14 

performe 

15 

A. 

16 

Q. 

17 

A. 

18 

frame he 

19 

Q. 

20 

between 

21 

A. 

22 

Q. 

23 

worked? 

24 

A. 

25 

Q. 


No, I don't. 

Do you know when he worked aboard the MISSOURI? 
(Witness shakes head.) Not except for the time 
was at the shipyard. 

And I believe that we established that that was 
L984 and 1986? 

Right. 

Do you know in what areas of the ship he 
No. 

Did you ever visit the MISSOURI when it was at 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


Long Beach naval shipyard? 

A. To the ceremony they had when they were — I 
think it was recommissioning or second recommission. I 
think it was their second recommissioning ceremony. 

Q. When were you aboard the MISSOURI, did you go 
anywhere on the ship, or did you just stay above deck? 

A. To the — to the officers' mess, uh-huh. 

Q. And during that time, did you see any work 
being performed to the ship itself? 

A. No. 

Q. All the work was completed by that time? 

A. It was completed, uh-huh. 

Q. Do you know the names of any companies that 
performed repairs to the Missouri during the time period 
when your husband worked aboard the ship? 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 
he was exposed to asbestos from his work aboard the 
MISSOURI? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if he ever worked in the boiler 
room aboard that ship? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know the names of any individuals who 
worked with your husband aboard the MISSOURI? 
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A. His commanding officer was George Fink. 

Q. Do you know if George Fink is still living? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know where he resides? 

A. In [DELETED]. 

Q. When's the last time I spoke with him? 

A. I think right after — that was his wife. With 
him, I don't know when I last spoke with him. 

Q. Is he associated with the Navy or was he? 

A. He was. He was — yes. 

Q. What was his rank? 

A. He was captain. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up on the 

MISSOURI. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Did your husband continue his work on the 
seafire compound while he was in Long Beach? 

A. No, I don't believe he had anything to do with 
that there. 

MS. BRADSHAW: Thank you. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 
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23 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

24 Q. Aside from the MISSOURI, do you know the names 

25 of any other ships that your husband worked aboard when 
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1 he worked at the Long Beach naval shipyard during this 

2 time period. 

3 A. No. 

4 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 

5 respect to this. 

6 EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 

7 BY MR. NELSON: 


8 

Q. 

Mrs 

. Major, 

I'm Andrew 

Nelson I slipped a way 

9 

earlier 

but 

I was able to come back. I poll eyes if 

10 

this question had been asked with respect to the 

11 

Missouri 

But did your husband 

ever tell you while 

12 

working 

aboard the MISSOURI that 

he saw any decking 

13 

removal 

or rip out? 



14 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Decking. 


15 


MR. 

NELSON: 

Decking. 


16 


MR. 

BROWN: 

Rip out of 

deck. 

17 


MR. 

NELSON: 

Correct. 


18 


THE 

WITNESS 

: He never 

spoke about it. 

19 


MR. 

NELSON: 

Thank you. 


20 

EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 


21 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 



22 

Q. 

Now 

after - 

- in 1986 your husband left Long 

23 

Beach naval 

shipyard 

What was 

his next employment? 

24 

A. 

At 

General 

Dynamics. 


25 

Q. 

Where is that located? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
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A. That's located out near Pamona. 

Q. And how long was he there? 

A. I believe that was three years. 

Q. So from about 1986 to 1989? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. What was his job title? 

A. He was the commanding officer. 

Q. Forgive me if this is a silly question, but is 
General Dynamics a civilian corporation? 

A. Yes, and at this point in his career he chose 
to be an ED, engineering duty officer. So they don't 
command ship anymore, is but they have command of big 
plants like this that work strongly with the government. 

Q. And what were his duties? 

A. As far as I know, he ran it, the plant. 

Q. Did you ever visit him when he worked there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. On how many occasions? 

A. Oh, lots. Just to his office. Couldn't go 
through the plant. 

Q. Was this like a regular office environment 
where he worked? I know that's vague, but was it like 
an office building? 

A. His main office was in an office environment. 

Q. During the time when you visited him in his 
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office, 

perform 

A. 

Q. 


did you ever see any construction or remodel 
to the offices itself? 

I didn't see. 

Did he ever tell you that his office underwent 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


any sort of construction or remodel when he worked 
there? 

A. Not his office. 

Q. Did he ever tell you that any part of the 
General Dynamics facility underwent any sort of 
construction or remodel work when he worked there? 

A. They expanded to Rancho Cucamonga and that was 
being developed for them, another whole building. 

Q. Did your husband ever work in that building? 

A. He was there. He went there a lot. 

Q. Do you know the names of any companies who 
performed any work on that expansion? 

A. No. 

Q. What kind of a company is General Dynamics? 

A. As far as I'm aware, makes airplanes. Did. 
Parts on airplanes. 

MR. BROWN: That answers it. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Do you know if there was a boiler in the 
facility? 

A. I don't know. 
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Q. Do you know the names of any individuals who 
worked with your husband at General Dynamics at this 
time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And would was that? 

A. Tom Stanton, S-t-a-n-t-o-n. 

Q. Is Mr. Stanton still living? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where does he live? 

A. It's out in that area. Near [DELETED] . 

Q. How do you spell [DELETED] ? 

A. [DELETED]. It's an Indian, 

I think. 

Q. Any other people who worked with your husband 
at this time? 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 
he was exposed to asbestos during his employment at 
General Dynamics? 

A. He didn't talk about any. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 
respect to this part of the employment history. 
EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Other than the expansion to Rancho Cucamonga 
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that you mentioned, did the main office where your 
husband work undergo any construction or renovation? 

A. Not that I'm aware of. 

Q. Do you know what year the expansion to Rancho 
Cucamonga occurred? 

A. I believe a year after he got there. 

Q. Approximately 1987? 

A. I believe. 

Q. When General Dynamics expanded, did they move 
into an existing building in Rancho Cucamonga? 

A. I'm not sure. I don't remember right — I'm 
not sure. I think not 'cause there wasn't much out 
there. I'm not sure. I'm not sure. I really don't 
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14 

know. 




15 

Q. 

After the Rancho 

Cucamonga building — excuse 

16 

me. After the Rancho Cucamonga extension, how much time 

17 

did your 

husband spend at 

that location? 

18 

A. 

I can't tell you. 


19 

Q. 

Can 

you estimate 

the percentage of time that he 

20 

spent — 




21 

A. 

One 

place versus 

the other? 

22 

Q. 

Yes 

. 


23 

A. 

No, 

I can't. 


24 


MS . 

BRADSHAW: That's all I have. 

25 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. NELSON: 
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1 BY MR. NELSON: 

2 Q. Mrs. Major, during your husband — the time 

3 period your husband worked at the General Dynamics 

4 facility out near Pamona out in Rancho Cucamonga, do you 

5 know if he ever visited any ships or went to visit any 

6 ships during that same time period? 

7 A. No. 

8 Q. And did your husband ever tell you that he saw 

9 any insinuators or furnaces at either of the General 


10 

Dynamics 

facilities out in East L.A 

. County? 


11 

A. 

He didn't say anything. 



12 

Q. 

And on the occasions that 

you visited 

your 

13 

husband 

out there, did you ever see 

any boilers 

r 

14 

insinuators or furnaces? 



15 

A. 

I didn't — 



16 

Q. 

And on the occasions that 

you visited 

the 

17 

General 

Dynamics facility — did you visit the 

Rancho 

18 

Cucamonga facility as well? 



19 

A. 

No. 



20 

Q. 

Just the Pamona facility? 



21 

A. 

Yes. 



22 

Q. 

On the occasions that you 

visited the 

Pamona 

23 

facility 

, did you ever see any pipe 

covering or 

thermal 

24 

insulation materials? 



25 

A. 

I'm not aware of that. 
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1 Q. And did your husband ever mention to you that 

2 during his work at either of those facilities, that he 

3 observed — or that he saw any pipe covering or thermal 

4 insulation materials? 

5 A. He didn't say anything. 

6 MR. NELSON: Thank you. 

7 EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

8 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


Q. 

Bob Ailes 

A. 

Q. 

Dynamics 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Hueneme? 

A. 

before he 


Mrs. Major, do you know a person by the name of 
or Ailes, A-i-l-e-s? 

I don't know him. 

Now after your husband left the General 
plant, what was his next employment? 

He went to Port Hueneme. 

How did you pronounce that? 

H-u-e-n-e-m-e. 

You pronounce it high knee me? 

Hueneme. Another Indian. 

What were his years of employment at Port 

I believe it was like two years. It was right 
retired from there. So till the summer of 
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when he left general die ma'am in this case — 
forgetting that year? 

Q. I believe we said that was 19 {#} 9. 
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A. His retirement is effective January '91. 

Q. What were his job duties at this location? 

A. I don't know what he did up there. 

Q. Do you know what his job title was? 

A. No, no. 

Q. Now, is Port Hueneme on the water? 

A. Right next to it. 

Q. Do you know if he worked aboard any ships when 
he worked there? 

A. I — I don't know what he did up there. 

Q. So you wouldn't know if he went aboard any 
ships? 

A. (Witness shakes head.) 

Q. Do you know — is that "no"? 

A. That's no, I wouldn't know that. 

Q. Do you know the names of any companies that he 
may have worked with or around when he worked at Port 
Hueneme? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know the brand name, manufacturer 
supplier of any materials he worked with or around when 
he worked at Port Hueneme? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know the name of any people he worked 
with when he worked at Port Hueneme? 
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A. No. 

Q. Did you ever visit Port Hueneme when he worked 
there? 

A. Yes, once. 

Q. On how many occasions? 

A. Once. 

Q. And what was the purpose of that one occasion? 

A. A dinner party for some of the admirals coming 
in from Washington. 

Q. So it was a social environment? 

MR. BROWN: As much as you can be social with 
an admiral. 

THE WITNESS: Not really. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. During that time when you were visiting Port 
Hueneme during the admirable — 

A. Admirable admirals. 

Q. Those guys. Did you see any work performed to 
the facility? 

A. It was at the officer's club. 

Q. You didn't go aboard any ships, did you? 

A. No. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Any follow-up? 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Now after your husband retired, did he have any 
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other work for pay? 

A. Yes. He — he worked — he started his own 
kind of a consulting and he worked a little — for — a 
little bit at that for six months. 
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Q. Who was he consulting? 

A. Some company in Irvine he worked with. This 
was very small before he worked for Allied Signal. 

Q. Now when you say he retired, did he retire from 
the Navy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what sort of consulting he was 
doing? 

A. It was on helping businesses that weren't — 
were having trouble, helping them figure out what 
problems they were having. 

Q. Does the name National Summit Group sound 
familiar to you? 

A. Yes. But I don't — that's the one in Irvine. 

Q. Do you know if he had any other clients during 
this time period? 

A. No. 

Q. Did he ever tell that you he believed he was 
exposed to asbestos during this time period? 

A. No. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Any follow-up on this. 
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EXAMINATION BY MR. HUGO: 

MR. HUGO: My name is Edward Hugo. I have a 
question that would cover all of the Navy time that your 
husband — that you described. 

BY MR. HUGO: 

Q. During the time from your marriage forward, did 
your husband go to work in a naval uniform? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And when he returned home, did you ever notice 
that his Navy uniform was dusty or dirty? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that a frequent occurrence or an infrequent 
occurrence? 

A. Pretty — pretty frequent. 

Q. What method of cleaning the uniform did you or 
your husband use? In other words, were his clothes sent 
out to a dryer cleaner — 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or a laundry? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who was responsible for taking the clothes from 
your home to the dry cleaner or the laundry? 

A. Whoever was going that way. 

Q. Would that sometimes be you? 

A. Sometimes. 
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Q. Can you describe what the dust or dirt looked 
like if there's a predominant type? In other words, 
sometimes you look at is something that's a green stain 
on a white uniform and you might think it's a grass 
stain. Was there any way for to you determine what kind 
of dust or dirt was on the uniform? 

A. No. 

Q. Was it — was the dust or dirt a particular 
color or shade of colors? 

A. It was dark mostly. Around the pockets. 

Q. Just based on your life experiences and common 
sense, did you have any idea of what that was? In other 
words, are we talking like dirt like soil like dirt that 
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was around the pockets? 

A. I have no clue. I really don't know. 

Q. Was there any type of whitish or grayish dust 
on his uniform at any particular point in time? 

A. I can't — I honestly can't tell you that I saw 
white or not. I can't tell you. 

Q. During his career, did his uniform colors stay 
the same or did he have more than one colored uniform? 

MR. BROWN: You're talking about the color it's 
supposed to be. 

THE WITNESS: The color of one uniform or the 
different uniform he wore. 
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MR. HUGO: That's what I'm trying to get. 

Q. Was there a different colors of uniforms that 
went with his different rank over time? 

A. Yes. No, went with his season. Different 
color different season. 

Q. What colors were those? 

A. Would be the blues, the khakis or whites. 

Q. With regard to blue, I would think if there's a 
white or a gray dust on a blue uniform for example it 
would stand out more than maybe a white dust on a white 
uniform. Do you remember with regard to the blue 
uniforms ever seeing any white or light gray dust? 

A. No. 

Q. With regard to the entire career that you've 
described that your husband had in the Navy, did he ever 
mention or did you ever hear from any source of a 
company called GAF Corporation? 

A. No, I never heard of them. 

Q. Does that name ring a bell to you today? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a company called 
Rubberoid Corporation? 

A. No. 

MR. HUGO: Thank you, ma'am. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 
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BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 


Q. At some point in time your husband went to work 
for Allied Signal; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know when that was? 

A. That was — I think it was June or July of '91. 
Early July late June of '91. 

Q. How long did he work there? 

A. Till his death. Seven years, I think. 

Q. 1998? 


A. Yes. 

Q. On what day did your husband pass away? 

A. The 26th of July. 

Q. How old was he at that time? 

A. He had turned 55 the week before. 

Q. Let's talk about his employment at Allied 
Signal? 


A. Okay. 

Q. Do you know what his job title was? 

A. He started as director of quality for the 
aerospace division. They have an automotive division 
too. 
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23 

Q. 

Did his job title change at any point 

in time? 

24 

A. 

Yes. He became vice president. 


25 

Q. 

Of any particular division? 
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1 

A. 

The entire aerospace of Allied Signal. 


2 

Q. 

Do you know what his salary was at the 

time of 


3 his death? 

4 A. Yes. I believe it was 140,000 with bonus of — 

5 there was a about 50,000 and — 

6 Q. How long had he been receiving that salary? 

7 MR. BROWN: As of the time of his death. 

8 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Yes. 

9 THE WITNESS: I think a couple of — three 

10 years. Two or three years of that salary. 

11 BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

12 Q. Allied Signal was located in what city? 

13 A. His office was in Torrance. The main office is 

14 in New Jersey and Phoenix. 

15 Q. Did you ever visit him at that location, the 

16 one in Torrance? 

17 A. Once, yeah. 

18 Q. I'm sorry. I didn't ask you this: What year 

19 did he become vice president of the aerospace division? 


20 

A. 

I believe it was 

s 96. 

'95 or '96. 

I ' m not 

21 

22 

sure. 

Q. 

The one occasion 

you 

visited him at 

Allied 


23 Signal, what was the reason for that visit? 

24 A. He was picking up some papers and he was able 

25 to get me in the gate. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Q. You were with him at that time? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. And how long were you there? 

A. Just a few minutes. 

Q. Did you go into the building or did you stay in 
the car? 


7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A. I went into the building. 

Q. And did you see where he worked? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Was that in an office building? 

A. Uh-huh. It was in an office. I'm sorry. Yes. 

Q. Do you know if your husband worked in any other 
part of the facility other than the office? 

A. Yes, he was all over he said. 

Q. During the time that your husband worked at 
Allied Signal, did he ever tell you that the facility 
underwent any sort of construction or remodel when he 
was there? 

A. I don't know. They moved. They kept moving. 
That's all I know. 

Q. When you say they kept moving, what do you mean 
by that? 

A. Offices. The offices kept changing around. 

Q. During that one time when you visited them, 
your husband was picking up papers, did you ever see — 
Aiken & Welch Reporters 
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1 did you see any construction or remodel work being 

2 performed at the facility itself? 

3 A. No. 

4 Q. Do you know if there was a boiler in this 
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facility? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know when the Allied Signal structure in 
Torrance was originally built? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know the names of any people your 
husband may have worked with at Allied Signal during 
this time period? 

A. Yes. Dan Burnham. That was his boss — he's 
gone. People are gone. They consolidate, so — Dan 
Burnham. 

Q. Do you know where Dan Burnham lives? 

A. He's in the east now. That's all I know. 

Q. Do you know a state, city? 

A. I know when he moved to [DELETED]. I'm not 
sure if that's where he still lives. 

Q. Do you know the name of any companies that may 
have performed work at Allied Signal during the time 
period your husband worked there? 

A. You mean performed work — I know who he worked 
with some companies but not at — Boeing. Who did he 
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see in Kansas? I can't remember other companies in 
other places. 

Q. Do you know the names of any companies that 
performed work at the Allied Signal location in Torrance 
itself? 


6 A. No. 

7 Q. Did your husband ever tell you that he believed 

8 he was exposed to asbestos during the time period that 

9 he worked for Allied Signal in Torrance? 

10 A. No. 

11 Q. Now, did your husband stop working at any point 

12 in time prior to his death? 

13 A. He didn't go in the last month, but he was — 

14 he was still considered working. He worked on the 

15 phone. 

16 Q. Now when he worked for Allied Signal in 

17 Torrance, do you know if he went aboard any ships? 

18 A. He didn't go aboard ships. 

19 Q. Do you know if your husband had any other 

20 employment for pay that we have not discussed? 


21 


MR. 

BROWN: 

You mean — what I 

might suggest is 

22 

Navy 

retirement. 



23 


MS . 

LOCKRIDGE: Okay. 


24 


MR. 

BROWN: 

He retired at $60, 

000 but when he 

25 

died 

it went 

to 30 — 
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1 


THE 

WITNESS: 

20 — 


2 


MR. 

BROWN: 

20 something. I'll get you there 


3 quicker. 

4 MS. LOCKRIDGE: My question is really I want to 

5 make sure we covered all of your husband's employment 

6 that you know of. 

7 A. Yes. 


8 MS. LOCKRIDGE: Is there any follow-up with 

9 respect to Allied Signal? 

10 EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

11 BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

12 Q. You said that the Torrance offices just kept 

13 moving? 
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A. They — they kept consolidating sending people 
to fee in this case and moving down floors up floors 
around, changing things around internally. 

Q. Did your husband stay in the same building 
throughout his employment at Allied? 

A. The same building, yes. 

Q. Did you learn from any source that there was 
construction or remodeling of that building while he was 
there? 

A. He mentioned some remodeling of the building 
when Allied Signal sold the building and moved — 
consolidated into one small area, the people who bought 
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the building were working on other parts of it. 

Q. At the time of that remodeling, was your 
husband still in the building? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What year was that? 

A. I believe that's about '95, is something like 

that. 

Q. Do you know who purchased the building? 

A. No, but he did tell me. 

Q. You just can't recall as you is sit here? 

A. I can't remember it. 

Q. Do you know what type of remodel work was done 
on the building? 

A. Not specifically, no. He — 

Q. Do you know generally what type of work was 

done? 

A. Reconfiguration for other types — other 
people. 

Q. Do you know or have any understanding of what 
was involved in the reconfiguration? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if the specific office that he was 
in at that time was affected by the remodeling of the 
building? 

MR. BROWN: What do you mean by "affected"? 
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BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Did they remove the walls in his office? Did 
they remove the ceilings in his office? Was his 
particular office in any way disrupted by the remodeling 
of the building? 

A. I don't believe so. 

MS. BRADSHAW: That's all I have. Thank you. 
EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 

BY MR. NELSON: 

Q. Mrs. Major, during the time that your husband 
worked at Allied Signal. Did he ever tell you that he 
saw any boilers, insinuators or furnaces at the Torrance 
facility? 

A. No. 

Q. You were asked about a boiler. On occasions 
that you visited, did you see any boiler, insulator or 
furance at the Torrance facility for Allied Signal? 

A. No. 

Q. And do you know was there also — this was a 
manufacturing facility at Allied Signal, the Aerospace 
division? 

A. I'm not sure. But his building was offices but 
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it's a compound within the building area. 

Q. Did your husband work only in the office 
building or did he work in other parts of the compound 
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as well, do you know? 

A. At that facility I'm not sure. I'm not sure. 

Q. And during the time your husband worked at 
Allied Signal, did he ever tell you that he saw any pipe 
covering or thermal insulation materials? 

A. He didn't say. 

Q. And on the occasion that you visited, did you 
personally see any pipe covering or thermal insulation 
materials? 

A. Anywhere in the compound? 

Q. Yes, during your visit. 

A. You know, I can't be sure. I mean there was a 
lot of warehouse and work areas that we drove through to 
get to his office. Pipes, I'm not sure what I remember 
though. 

MR. BROWN: Yes. 

MR. NELSON: If you don't — if you can't 
remember something that's fine. I'm just trying to see 
what you know or remember as you sit here today. I 
think you answered that. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Mrs. Major, I'm going to switch gears a little 
bit. Are you currently employed? 

A. Not now. 
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Q. Have you ever been employed outside of the 

home? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was your occupation? 

A. We moved a lot so — as a drug counselor. I 
worked with drunk driving program through the state of 
Virginia, a school counselor in San Diego and a medical 
social worker. 

Q. What is your educational background? 

A. I have a master's in clinical counseling. 

Q. Where did you receive that? 

A. San Diego state. 

Q. What year? 

A. '76. 

Q. What is your undergraduate degree in? 

A. Presocial welfare. 

Q. What year — 

A. UCLA. 

Q. What year did you stop working? 

MR. BROWN: Outside the home. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Outside of the home. 

THE WITNESS: When we moved to California. So 
it would be '84. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Have you worked for pay since 1984? 
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A. No. 

Q. At the time of your husband's death, he was 
receiving some sort of pension from the Navy is; is that 
correct? 
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A. A VA. 

Q. Do you know how much that was? 

A. Three hundred a month. 

MR. BROWN: You're talking about the — 

THE WITNESS: Pension. I'm sorry. I 

misunderstood you. Pension from the Navy. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. Yes. It's half his 
salary is a retirement pension, which was about 60,000. 
BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Was he — 

A. Two-thirds of his salary. It's two-thirds and 
I get half when he died. 

Q. I'm a little unclear so I apologize for asking 
this again. How much was he receiving from the Navy 
prior to his death? 

A. I don't know exactly. It's on our tax things. 

MR. BROWN: I have some of those. 

THE WITNESS: We can get that to you. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. What's the amounts of $60,000? What's that 
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refer to? 

A. I think that's about how much he was receiving. 
It will show on the tax — W2s. 

Q. Now you said that you're receiving part of that 
now; is that correct? 

A. Half of what he received. 

Q. Do you know how much that is? 

A. It's coming to 20 some thousand. That will 
show on W2s too. 

Q. That's the form of is surviviorship benefit; is 
that correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. Was he receiving any other sort of pension, 
retirement benefit from his employment, prior 
employment? 

A. I'm not sure — 

Q. I'm not being very clear. I apologize. Par 
partnership he was receiving a salary from Allied Signal 
prior to his death? 

A. Right. 

Q. And he was receiving a pension from the Navy 
prior to his death? 

A. Right. 

Q. Was he receiving any other form of income 
pertaining to his employment prior to his death? 
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A. That's — 

MR. BROWN: She might mean disability. 

THE WITNESS: That's the 300, which was the 
disability from the VA. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. What's that disability pertain to? 

A. The VA told me it was a back injury. When they 
have a retirement — when they're going to retire they 
gave them a class — I was told this by my 
brother-in-law — and they're passed out forms and 
they're supposed to send them to the VA and see if they 
qualify for disability. It usually takes six months — 
when it started in June — and he filled it out and gave 
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it to him for his back. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Are you receiving any form of that 300 payment? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you incurred any expenses associated with 
the maintenance of your home that you would not have 
incurred but for your husband passing a way? 

MR. BROWN: Actual out of pocket. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: Correct. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, maintenance. 

MR. BROWN: I think I object to that without 
asking — go ahead and answer. But I object to that as 
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not relevant. 

JUDGE DOSSEE: You want me to rule on. 

MR. BROWN: She can answer. Rule on it. 

JUDGE DOSSEE: Go ahead. Answer. 

THE WITNESS: I have to call in someone if I 
can find someone to do all kinds of things he did at 
home. 

BY MS. LOCKRIDGE: 

Q. Can you tell me what those things are? 

A. Some of them are big and some of them are 
ridiculous because I'm not very mechanical. The garbage 
disposal, the TV, the CV R, not the TV problems. The 
washing machine, the garden — I had to get a gardener 
to do the trimming, the heavier trimming that we would 
do a couple of time a year and some help with the 
garden. We're on a big hill that you know he would 
do — I don't know. It seems constant to me. 

Q. Do you know how much out of pocket expenses you 
have incurred in connection with the maintenance of your 
home that you believe would have been performed by your 
husband? 

A. I don't have a number. 

Q. Can you give me an estimate? 

A. I don't — I'd have to sit and think of it. 

No, I really couldn't right off. 
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Q. Was your husband providing financial support to 
anyone other than you in the five years prior to his 
death? 

A. Well, our girls. He didn't adopt them, but 
they were our girls. I mean he — he helped one buy a 
car. He — they got — another one got a house because 
he would co-sign. They wouldn't have gotten that house 
without him, although he didn't put out money on it. 

Q. Did he provide any sort of regular payments to 
your daughters? 

A. No. 

Q. So these were sort of one instance occurrences? 

A. The co-signing is huge. I mean they wouldn't 
be in the house without him being able to co-sign. 

Q. What sort of activities did you and your 
husband enjoy? 

A. We took up golf together and he became a 
fanatic. We went everywhere golfing. We have a place 
in the desert we go out and golf all the time. We went 
on back rides up and down the bath on the beach. We 
took walks all over. We — we'd take trips and listen 
to books a lot together on the — we were planning a 
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bike trip through Vermont when he was diagnosed. Had it 
paid for. And we loved to — we went out to dinner a 
lot. We had a great time. 
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Q. Do you know if he had his deposition taken 
prior to his death? 

A. He didn't. We couldn't have dealt with that. 

Q. I'm sure there will be follow-ups on these 
thing. 

Do you receive any form of surviviorship 
benefit in connection with your husband's employment 
with Allied Signal? 

A. Pension. 

Q. How much is that? 

A. $167 a month. 

Q. Do you receive Social Security? 

A. No. They told me not yet. 

Q. Will you be eligible for that in connection 
with your husband's employment? 

A. In ten years. 

MS. LOCKRIDGE: I don't have any other 
questions for you. Thank you very much, Mrs. Major. 

Does anyone have any follow-up on this specific 

line. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. ROBERTS: 

Mrs. Major, my name is Nicole Roberts. 

BY MS. ROBERTS: 

Q. Do you recall if your husband ever mentioned to 
you a company by the name of Riley Stoker Corporation? 
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A. No, he didn't mention it. 

Q. Do you recall your husband ever mentioning 
whether or not he had occasion to perform any work on 
boilers during his career? 

A. He didn't say — he didn't tell me he 
specifically — he was in the boiler room. He told me 
that. 

Q. But he didn't specifically say that he actually 
worked on a boiler? 

A. He didn't say. 

Q. Did he say if he ever saw other people working 
on boilers? 

A. He had to. He was in the room. He was in 
there. He didn't say. 

Q. Did he specifically — 

A. No, he did not specifically say. 

MS. ROBERTS: Thank you. 

EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Tell me again what your understanding is of the 
seafire product that your husband worked on in Hawaii? 

A. All I know is a fire prevention program for a 
type of ship. 

MR. BROWN: Are we in Hawaii or Crystal City. 
THE WITNESS: Crystal City. 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 115 

MR. BROWN: Did you say Hawaii? 

THE WITNESS: In Hawaii, he worked on the 

staff. 

MS. BRADSHAW: I'm sorry. Your counsel is 
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5 


correct. 


6 THE WITNESS: Seafire. It was referred to as a 

7 fire prevention program. I don't know what kind of 

8 device or what kind it was. For a ship. Specifically 

9 for a ship. 

10 BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

11 Q. Do you know if that program involved a compound 

12 or a material meant to protect anything from fire? 

13 A. No, I don't. If it was — I don't know. 

14 MS. BRADSHAW: That's all. 

15 EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 

16 BY MR. NELSON: 

17 Q. Mrs. Major, I had some additional questions for 

18 you. First of all, Marlee and Tana? 


19 

A. 

Tana. 


20 

Q. 

Do they have any children? 


21 

A. 

They have one. Marlee has one. 


22 

Q. 

Marlee has one child? 


23 

A. 

(Witness nods head.). 


24 

Q. 

And what his Marlee's child's name? 


25 

A. 

Day lane, D-a-y-l-i-n. 
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1 

Q. 

And is Daylin a boy or a girl? 


2 

A. 

Girl. 


3 

Q. 

Did your husband provide any financial 

support 


4 to Daylin the last five years? 

5 A. My husband knew Marlee was pregnant. That's 

6 all. He never saw her. 

7 Q. Now I'd like to ask you — 

8 MR. BROWN: Want to take a break. 

9 THE WITNESS: (Witness nods head.). 

10 MR. BROWN: Let's take a break. 

11 (Break taken.). 

12 EXAMINATION BY MR. NELSON: 

13 BY MR. NELSON: 

14 Q. Good afternoon, Mrs. Major. Are you feeling 

15 okay to continue? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Your counsel has just handed to me a 

18 photocopied stack of documents which I believe encompass 

19 the documents that we discussed earlier when we were 

20 talking about the request for production of documents; 

21 is that correct? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And I've got a two page psychological profile 

24 report from allied is signal's pre-employment is; is 

25 that correct? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. And then a copy of your marriage is certificate 

3 to Mr. Major? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And then about 13 photocopied pages of W-2 and 

6 income earnings of Mr. Major. And I think what I'll do 

7 is just have them all marked as a group defense next in 

8 order. 

9 (Document marked Defendants' Exhibit 3 
for identification.) 

10 

11 BY MR. NELSON: 

12 Q. Now Mrs. Major, I just had some additional 
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13 background — follow-up questions for you. At any time 

14 during your husband's life, are you aware of whether he 

15 performed any home remodel — home remodel or repair 

16 work? And specifically I'm talking about the demolition 

17 or construction of wall or — of walls in homes in any 

18 home that you and your husband lived in? Let's start 

19 there. 

20 A. When you say he, did he do them or did he have 

21 them done? 

22 Q. Did he personally. 

23 A. He personally. No. 

24 Q. Did he ever hire someone to perform home 

25 remodel or repair work to any of your homes? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. On how many occasions? 

3 A. Now, when you say remodel that's one category. 

4 One. Repair work — repair work can be pretty minor. 

5 Is that what you mean; any minor things too? 

6 Q. Actually let's start with the home remodel and 

7 I'll follow-up if we need to. 

8 So you say on one occasion your husband hired 

9 someone to perform some remodeling home of yours is that 


10 

correct? 


11 

A. 

Right. 

12 

Q. 

Which home was this? 

13 

A. 

Coronado. 

14 

Q. 

What was the address, do you recall? 

15 

A. 

600 Balboa. 

16 

Q. 

And do you recall the year or years you lived 

17 

in Coronado at 600 Balboa? 

18 

A. 

Yes. That was right after we were married. 

19 

Q. 

So 1977? 

20 

A. 

Yes. I was living there. 

21 

Q. 

And this home remodel that he hired, did that 

22 

work take place right after you were married? 

23 

A. 

Yes . 

24 

Q. 

And do you know who your husband hired to 

25 

perform 

this work? 
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1 A. I think his name was Campbell. It was his own 

2 contract — construction company. 

3 Q. Is Campbell his last name? 

4 A. I think — yeah. He's not alive now. 

5 Q. Did your husband help — actually perform any 

6 hands-on work helping in this home remodel? 

7 A. No. 

8 Q. What specifically was being remodeled, do you 

9 recall? 

10 A. We added a bedroom out front. 

11 Q. And if memory serves correctly, your husband 

12 was serving aboard the USS COLUMBUS at this time? 

13 A. No, no, FOX. 

14 Q. Was your husband actually — was his ship in 

15 port in Coronado or in San Diego at this time or — at 

16 the time the home remodeling work was taking place or 

17 was he out at sea? 

18 A. It would be called in port. But when they're 

19 in port they're in and out it's just that they come back 

20 every couple of days. That's called in port. 

21 Q. So my question would be: Was he ever 
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physically present when any of this moment remodel 


23 

work — 



24 

A. 

Yes. 


25 

Q. 

— adding the bedroom was taking place? 
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1 

A. 

Yes . 


2 

Q. 

And do you know the manufacturer or brand 

of 

3 

any of the materials used to build the wall to add 

this 

4 

bedroom? 



5 

A. 

No. 


6 

Q. 

Do you know who supplied any of the material 

7 

used to 

build the walls to add this bedroom? 


8 

A. 

No. 


9 

Q. 

And other than this one home remodel on 600 


10 Balboa in the mid to late '70s, did your husband ever 

11 hire anyone else to perform any home remodeling work 

12 that required the demolition or construction of walls? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. And did your husband ever help any friends or 

15 family members of any home remodeling that required the 

16 demolition or construction of walls? 

17 A. No. 

18 Q. And did your husband ever perform any repairs 

19 to any cars he owned? 

20 A. No. 

21 Q. Are you aware of your husband ever performing 

22 any brake repair or clutch repair work to any 

23 automobiles? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Now, Mrs. Major, I just have some general 
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questions about the Navy for you just to kind you have 
wrap what what we've been talking about this morning and 
earlier this afternoon. 

First of all, are you aware of whether your 
husband ever visited any ports or shipyards in the state 
of Washington during his time in the Navy? 

A. Bremerton. Let me think. I'm not sure. 

Q. Now you mumbled a word there. 

A. Bremerton? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I'm trying to think was that mentioned or is it 
through all my other Navy friends and I can't remember. 

Q. So as you sit here today would it be fair to 
say that you don't have a specific recollection of 
whether your husband visited Bremerton shipyard? 

A. That's true. 

Q. And during his entire naval career, at any time 
during his career, did he ever tell you that he observed 
the removal or repair of any decking from ships? 

A. He never mentioned that. 

Q. And did your husband ever tell you that any 
time during his naval career, he observed repair work to 
the decking of begun turrets or deck houses aboard any 
ships? 

A. He never said. 
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Q. And during his service notice Navy, did your 
husband ever tell you that he observed the 
installation — the new installation of any pipe 
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covering or thermal insulation materials? 

A. Never said that. 

Q. And during his time in the Navy, did your 
husband ever tell you that he observed the removal of 
any pipe covering or thermal insulation materials? 

A. No. 

Q. And now, Mrs. Major, I'm just going to ask you 
some names and it's a fairly long list, so just bear 
with me. 

A. Okay. 

Q. First of all, do you recall your husband ever 
telling you or mentioning to you a company by the name 
of Thomas Dee Engineering Company? 

A. No. 

Q. What about Dee Engineering? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you associate any products, materials or 
services with companies by the name of Thomas Dee 
Engineering or Dee Engineering? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall your husband ever mentioning a 
company by the name of Quintec Industries? 
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A. No. 

Q. What about a company by the name of Western 
Fibrous Glass Products? 

A. No. 

Q. What about a company by the name of Western 
Fiberglass Supply? 

A. No. 

Q. Or a company by the name of Wesglas? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you associate any products, materials or 
services with companies by the name of Quintec 
Industries, Western Fiberglass Supplies, Western Fibrous 
Glass Products or Wesglas? 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband ever mention a company to you 
by the name of SB Decking? 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband ever mention to you a company 
by the name of Selby Battersby & Company? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you associate any products, materials or 
services with companies by those names? 

A. No. 

Q. And do you recall your husband ever mentioning 
a company by the name of Saberhagen Holdings? 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 124 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall your husband ever mentioning a 
company by the name of at that coma asbestos? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall your husband ever mention ago 
company by the name of Charles bra {WER} company {}? 

A. No. 

Q. What about the company by the name of {PWROU} 
{WER} asbestos? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you associate any products, materials or 
any services by the name of Saberhagen Holdings at that 
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13 coma asbestos Charles {PWROU} {WER} company or {PWROU} 

14 {WER} asbestos? 

15 A. Month. 

16 

17 MR. NELSON: Mrs. Major, I think those are all 

18 the questions I have for you at this time. Thank you. 

19 MR. BROWN: Let me alert everybody — let me 

20 alert you about my problems. I need to stop 10 to 4:00. 

21 Just so you know that. 

22 EXAMINATION BY MS. PERRY: 

23 I'm Patty Perry. I have a few questions for 

24 you. 

25 BY MS. PERRY: 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 125 


1 Q. When were you talking about some of the home 

2 remodeling, did your husband ever get involved with 

3 repairing or replacing any kind of ceiling tiles? 


4 

A. 

No. 


5 

Q. 

Did he ever hire anybody else to do it? 


6 

A. 

Ceiling tiles? Excuse me. 


7 

Q. 

Any kind of ceiling materials. 


8 

A. 

Well when we had the bedroom added, they 

put a 

9 

ceiling 

■ in. 


10 

Q. 

That was in about 1978? 


11 

A. 

Yes . 


12 

Q. 

You add on a whole new bedroom on to the 

front 

13 

of the 

house? 


14 

A. 

Yes. 


15 

Q. 

Do you associate any manufacturers or suppliers 

16 

with that ceiling? 


17 

A. 

No, I don't. 


18 

Q. 

What kind of ceiling materials do you remember 

19 

seeing 

at that time? 


20 

A. 

What kind of materials in. 


21 

Q. 

Yes. Can you describe what they looked 

like? 

22 

A. 

For the wood for framing — into ceiling 

. 

23 


MS. PERRY: Thanks. 


24 


THE WITNESS: For the ceiling. 


25 

BY MS. 

PERRY: 
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1 

Q. 

Can you describe what it looked like? 


2 

A. 

It was stucco interior. 


3 

Q. 

And how was that applied? 


4 

A. 

All I remember is they're smoothintg it 

off 

5 

with that big flat thing. 


6 

Q. 

How many days did do you remember this 


7 

smoothing process taking place? 


8 

A. 

I don't remember that. I just remember 

it went 

9 

well. 



10 

Q. 

Do you know if your husband was present 

during 

11 

any of 

that smoothing process? 


12 

A. 

Probably, but I can't say specifically. 


13 

Probably. 


14 

Q. 

What makes you think probably. Did it take 


15 place over several days? 

16 A. I mean he was there when the room was being put 

17 on most of the time. That's why. 

18 Q. Can you associate any labels or packages with 

19 any of the ceiling stucco material? 

20 A. No. 

21 Q. Was there any other time that you had any kind 
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of ceiling work done on any of your homes? 

A. No ceiling. No. 

Q. Have you ever had any floor tiling or 
linoleum — 
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A. Wait. Ceiling in the [DELETED] home, we had 
a skylight put in. 

Q. When did you live in the [DELETED] home? 

A. That's now. So — we had a skylight put in the 
kitchen about four years ago. 

Q. So '96, around that time? 

A. Somewhere around that. It had those — you 
know, the — the lights were dropped and those things 
you can see through underneath they had taken those out 
put recess lighting and a skylight. 

Q. Did your husband do that him is self or did he 
hire someone? 

A. No, that was hire out. And for the bathroom, 
at the same — no, a little later. The bathroom was 
approximately a year later. 

Q. Approximately '97 issue? 

A. Yeah. No, that's too late. The kitchen was 
first. The kitchen was a little earlier. The bathroom 
was more like '96. Yeah. 

Q. So '95 maybe? 

A. Yeah. And then the den — but he was not 
present with the den being done. 

Q. And did — with the skylight — we'll say 
approximately '95 and the bathroom in approximately '96, 
did your husband — was he invovled with the 
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installation or ceiling removal himself? 

A. No. 

Q. Was he present, if you know, during the removal 
of any of the ceiling materials in that '95 or '96 
skylight renovations? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know how often he was present? 

A. In the evening. 

Q. Can you associate any — did you have ceiling 
tiles put in? What was installed? 

A. No. It was — it looks like the walls. That 
fire board they put up there. I don't know. 

Q. I don't either. Do you know when the [DELETED] 
house was originally built? 

A. My neighbor's — let's see. That house is is 
about — it's in the '50s. 

Q. Do you associate any trade names, 
manufacturers, suppliers with any of the ceiling 
materials that were either removed or added during the 
skylight renovations? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know what contractors you hired, the 
name of the contractors that did the work on the 
skylights? 

A. Well not now. But if you need it, I have it in 
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a folder at home. 

Q. If you can take a look for it and maybe produce 
it to your counsel? 
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MR. BROWN: I missed it. 

MS. PERRY: It's a request for dismissal. 

THE WITNESS: The workers that did our 

skylights in our [DELETED] home. 

MR. BROWN: You have a contractor? 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

BY MS. PERRY: 

Q. Do you associate any logos in your mind or 
packaging labels, anything like that with the ceiling 
tiles? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Have you ever had or hired anybody to do any 
type of flooring work in any of your homes? 

A. Yes, the [DELETED] home. In the late '80s. 

Q. What did you have done? 

A. Took out carpeting and put in hard wood. 

Q. Have you ever been involved with any type of 
vinyl — in any of your homes removal replace any type 
of vinyl tiling linoleum any of of that flooring work? 

A. I think there was linoleum under the carpeting. 

Q. So you removed carpet be and put in linoleum? 

A. Uh-huh {} {D}. 
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Q. Did you hire somebody to do that process? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember who that was? 

A. I can get that. I have the folder on the house 
still. 

Q. I appreciate that. What did the linoleum look 
like that was underneath the carpeting? 

A. Green. That's all I remember. I was 
horrified. 

Q. So it was like that pea green? 

MR. BROWN: Let me ask you to write a letter to 
me, just describe this and anything else we're going to 
get to. I can't even read my own notes. If I don't get 
a letter from you, it will never happen. 

MS. PERRY: That's fair enough. 

BY MS. PERRY: 

Q. So it was a horrid green colored linoleum in 
anything else? Was it square or was it sheet? 

A. My memory — I'm thinking scares but I'm not 
positive. 

Q. 'cause you shut it out? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Was your husband present during the the time 
the linoleum was removed? 

A. Yes. 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 131 

Q. Do you know how long that process took? 

A. Just — removing the linoleum specifically? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Just one day. 

Q. What process did you — did you observe them 
removing the floor? 

A. No. 

Q. So do you know how they did it at all? 

A. No. 

Q. And then you had the hardwood floor? You 
didn't have more green linoleum put on down? 

A. No. No. 
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Q. Did you see any machines that would give you a 
include as to how the linoleum was removed? 

A. No. 

Q. They didn't put the hardwood floor on top of 

it? 

A. I'm sure they didn't T would be too high. 

Q. Do you associate — do you know who made the 
green linoleum that was underneath your floor? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you know if the workers when they were 
removing any linoleum, the green linoleum, if they wore 
any kind of respiratory production. Do you remember 
seeing anything like that? 
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A. I didn't stay that day. I don't know. 

Q. And same with the ceiling work. Do you 
remember if they wore any kind of respiratory 
production, the contractors doing any of the ceiling 
work that you've described? 

A. The one that did the kitchen, no; the — I'm 
not sure about the other two. 

Q. So the kitchen you specifically recall that 
they did not? 

A. I saw them working. 

Q. And then with the other two would be the — 

A. The bathroom and the den. 

Q. And then you just don't know one way or another 

if — 

A. I don't know one way or another. 

MS. PERRY: I think that's all I have. Thanks. 
EXAMINATION BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Did any of the contractors that worked on your 
[DELETED] home give you any indication that there was 
asbestos-containing material in your home? 

A. The one in the kitchen said there might be, but 
he didn't want to bother with the check. 

Q. Did did you or your husband follow-up on that 
information? 
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A. No. 

Q. Did he tell — was it a mail? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he tell you why he believed there may be 
asbestos-containing material in the room? 

A. Because of the age of the house. 

Q. Is that all he said to you about — 

A. That's all he said to me. 

Q. Did he indicate to you that he had found some 
material in the putting in of the skylight that might 
indicate there was asbestos-containing material in the 
home? 


A. No, he didn't — he didn't indicate anything. 
In fact, the fellow that did the den made the same 
comment but didn't — he said he didn't — if I didn't 
insist on a check, he would go ahead and put the 
skylight in. 

Q. Did he tell you his belief that there may be 
asbestos-containing material only due to the age of the 
home? 


A. Yes. He said that he — that there could be 
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because of the age of the home. 

MS. BRADSHAW: That's all I have. Thanks. 

MR. BROWN: Deposition over? 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Anything further from the 
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asbestos defendants? 

BY MS. BRADSHAW: 

Q. Have you ever heard of a company called W.R. 
Grace? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know any products that they 
manufacturer, if any? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you know any products they supply, if any? 

A. No. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Shall we start with the 
tobacco defendants. 

EXAMINATION BY MR. BARRON: 

Good afternoon. My name is Jerry Barron. I 
think I introduced my is self to every one when we all 
did that at the beginning of the deposition. But just 
so you know, I'm a lawyer who will be representing in 
this case and here today for your deposition two 
defendants one of them is Philip Morris, Incorporated 
and the other is Lorillard Tobacco Company. There are 
some other lawyers here who you may know also 
representing either those same companies or other 
tobacco companies. All right. 

A. Yes. 

Q. However, I would like to just ask you a couple 
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of general questions, if I could, to make sure that you 
understand kind of how the process works today for that 
part of the deposition where I'll be asking you 
questions. And it may be repetitive a little bit of 
what the other lawyer asked you or talked about but I 
just want to make sure that there's a common 
understanding. 

First of all, obviously, I don't want you to 
answer what you haven't completely heard or understood. 
Or if you haven't heard it or haven't understood it just 
tell me that you haven't and I'll either repeat the 
question or rephrase it so that you can understand it. 
Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. In addition, I've noticed that on occasions 
Mr. Brown has indicated to you and accurately so that 
even though you don't have a complete memory of all 
events or circumstances or even though there's a degree 
of certainty but you should still go ahead and give your 
best answer. I want to explain a little bit about how 
that works so you're clear. If I ask you is something 
about which you have really no information at all, no 
recollection at all, the only appropriate thing is is to 
say that you don't know or you don't recall. 

No one wants you just to guess or speculate 
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just to be congenial and try to give us an answer if in 
effect you're kind of drawing it out of thin air. 

On the other hand the law is not really is 
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silly enough to require someone to have perfect total 
knowledge about something or perfect total recall about 
something in order to give their best answer or their 
best recollection. So if I ask you something and you 
have what you think is is some reliable information or 
some reliable recollection even though it's partial and 
even though you're not totally certain about it, then 
you should go ahead and provide that and you can always 
qualify if you feel like by saying I'm not really sure 
as you have been. It may be '84, it may '85. I think 
it was all 85 that this happened. Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. Any questions about it so far? 

A. Not so far. 

Q. I want to ask you about the topic about which 
you've been asked a lot already, that is is the question 
of asbestos and asbestos exposure. 

You do understand that the lawsuit that has 
been filed on your behalf involves a claim that your 
husband was exposed to some asbestos which in turn was a 
cause to the development of his lung can is certificate 
and disease? 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 137 

A. I understand that the lawsuit is is filed that 
his asbestos is is part of the cause of his lung cancer. 

Q. That's why I emphasized a cause, not 
necessarily the only cause but a cause. 

A. Okay. Yes. 

Q. And you understand that there are some asbestos 
defendants, meaning companies that manufacturer or sold 
asbestos that are part of this case? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What information or evidence or other 
knowledge, if any, do you have that your husband was 
ever exposed to asbestos? 

MR. BROWN: I'm going to on the to that as 
overbroad. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Sustained. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Do you have any information that you believe 
indicates that your husband may have been or was in fact 
ever exposed to asbestos? 

MR. BROWN: That just calls for a "yes" or 

"no. " 

THE WITNESS: That I have any knowledge that he 
was exposed to asbestos? Is is that — 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Let me make sure we have a common understanding 
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of the words I'm using here. 

Sometimes people ask about what evidence 
someone has but that can be kind of confusing to a none 
lawyer because they sometimes think of evidence as a 
piece of paper, a document, a photograph, is something 
as you point out tangible. Sometimes people ask for 
knowledge but that company sometimes be confusing to a 
none lawyer because they might think a none lawyer gee 
if I didn't see it myself, if I wasn't a witness to it, 
then I don't really have direct knowledge, so I can't 
really say I have knowledge. So I'm trying to be all 
encompass {-S} {T-PBLGTSDZ} by using the word 
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information. I might have that word in association with 
evidence or knowledge so I might say do you have any 
knowledge, do you have any knowledge, do you have any 
information. But if I use any of those words and 
they're confusing to you in the question I just, just 
please indicate that they're confusing and I'll try to 
be more spec. 

With that little background that I just gave 
you, let me ask the question again. Do you have any 
information that you believe in any way indicates that 
your husband was or may have been exposed to asbestos at 
any time in his life. 

MR. BROWN: Three objections; overbroad, vague 
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and calls for attorney client privileged information. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: The last of that three is is 
what I'm concerned about and the broad necessary of it. 
Sustained. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Excluding any evidence, any knowledge, any 
information that came to you solely from your lawyers in 
this case, do you have any such that indicates that your 
husband was or may have been exposed to asbestos at any 
time in his life? 

MR. BROWN: Any such information? You said — 
you didn't put the word in there so the question is 
uncertain. Let me object to that and ask you to restate 
it if you could. 

MR. BARRON: Let's have it reread. 

(Record read.). 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Can you just outline or summarize for me what 
that is and then I'll ask you about it in more detail? 

MR. BROWN: Objection overbroad. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: You're not asking for any 
discussions between the witness and her attorneys; is 
that correct? 

MR. BARRON: No. 
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JUSTICE DOSSEE: You understand that? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Objection is overruled. Go 

ahead. 

MR. BROWN: I'm sorry. I think it's vague too 
because her understanding of what might indicate 
asbestos exposure is very vague. I'm not sure I'd 
understand it. 

MR. BARRON: That's a is subject for my 
follow-up. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Excuse me. I'll state on it. 
Objection overruled. 

You can answer the question. Do you still have 
it in mind? 

THE WITNESS: No. One more time. 

MR. BARRON: She'll read it back for you. In 
the question would you repeat the question right before 
her answer so we're clear which question was read which 
she then was answering. That would be helpful. 

(Record read.) 

THE WITNESS: That being when I — when I 
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22 obtained information that my husband had been exposed to 

23 asbestos. That's what you mean? 

24 MR. BARRON: Actually I'm not asking the quote 

25 when closed quote question yet. I was trying to find 
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1 out what the evidence is. So let's make sure that we're 

2 clear. 

3 All I'm trying to find out is what you believe 

4 you know or what you believe you have in the way of 

5 evidence or what you believe you have in the way of 

6 information other than what came from your lawyers to 

7 you that indicates to you that your husband may have 

8 been or was in fact exposed to asbestos at any time in 

9 his life. 

10 A. He said so. 

11 Q. Anything else? 

12 A. That I know — knew personally at some point? 

13 Q. No, I'm not just limiting it to you personally. 

14 I'm limiting it though so that it doesn't include what 

15 you learned for the first time or subsequently from 

16 lawyers only. It's not personal knowledge. It can be 

17 what he said to you like you just mentioned to me. It 

18 can be something that you observed, is something that 

19 someone else told you, something that you read, is 

20 something you saw in his personnel file. I'm not 

21 limiting it to anything. I'm just trying to find out 

22 anything that you know on the subject. 

23 So again let me ask it as clearly as I can. 

24 Other than what you have learned or has been provided to 

25 you in the way of information by your lawyers in this 
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1 case, what knowledge, evidence or information do you 

2 believe that you've ever had or still have now that 

3 indicates to you that your husband may have been or was 

4 in fact exposed to asbestos at any time in his life? 

5 A. When I learned they were retrofitting ships and 

6 I knew he had been on them. 

7 Q. Anything else? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Did your husband say so, meaning that he was 

10 exposed to asbestos to you on more than one occasion? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. When was — I'm sorry. Did you want to add 

13 something? 

14 MR. BROWN: You just want to qualify your 

15 answer or something. 

16 THE WITNESS: The to you. When you add to you 

17 I mean I heard him say so. It doesn't mean he said it 

18 directly to me. 

19 BY MR. BARRON: 

20 Q. So on one occasion you heard your husband say 

21 that he was or thought he was exposed to asbestos is; is 

22 that correct? 


23 

A. 

Yes. Yes. 


24 

Q. 

And when did you hear him 

say this? 

25 

A. 

You mean time? 
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1 

Q. 

Yes . 


2 

A. 

September — I think it's 

September of '97. 

3 

Q. 

To whom did he say this? 
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A. To Dr. Schiller. 

Q. Where were you when you heard him say this? 

A. I was sitting beside him. 

Q. And where was he? 

A. At the medical office, UCLA. 

Q. Was anyone else present besides you, your 
husband and Dr. Schiller? 

A. No. 

Q. Did your husband say either on his own or in 
response to any question that Dr. Schiller may have 
asked anything more specific about your husband's belief 
or knowledge about his asbestos exposure such as when it 
was, where it was, how it occurred or anything like that 
at all? 

A. No. 

Q. As best you can recall it, leaving nothing out, 
no matter how unimportant you may think it is, will you 
give me the totality of your recollection about what 
your husband said and what, if anything. Dr. Schiller 
said that related to or involved the question of 
asbestos exposure by your husband? 

A. Dr. Schiller asked my husband if he had been 
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exposed to asbestos and he said yes. 

Q. Anything else that you can recall at all? 

A. No. 

Q. Just so that we're certain, then, that we've 
captured your entire recollection, you don't remember 
Dr. Schiller asking your husband when it was that he got 
exposed, for how long a period he thought he was 
exposed, what type of exposure it was, where it was or 
anything like that at all? 

A. I don't remember anything else about that, 
uh-uh. 

Q. And you don't remember your husband either 
responding to a question or volunteering any further 
information about it? 

A. No. 

Q. You do not recall? 

A. I don't. 

Q. The other category of information or knowledge 
or evidence, whatever you'd like to call it or we should 
call it that leads you to think that your husband may 
have been or was exposed to asbestos was the fact that 
you know that he was somehow involved with retrofitting 
ships; is that correct? 

MR. BROWN: May I have an opportunity to talk 
to my client. I think this gets into attorney-client. 
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I just a want to make sure that's not the case. 

MR. BARRON: Sure. 

(Off the record.) 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Back on the record. 

MR. BARRON: Can we have the question reread. 

(Record read.) 

THE WITNESS: No. Not — I wasn't worried 
about him retrofitting ships. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Can you clarify or expand upon the answer 
you've previously gave that you found out about ship 
retrofitting and somehow that fit into my question that 
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13 I was asking you about, your knowledge or information 

14 about your husband's potential asbestos exposure? 

15 A. Some of the little Navy knew papers that we 

16 pick up the PX had articles that they were taking 

17 asbestos out of the ships and so that's how I knew that 

18 there was a problem with asbestos. And I knew he had 

19 been on ships. That's all I thought about it. 

20 Q. I think I understand but just to make sure that 

21 I do, let me ask this: Are you saying that from what 

22 you read in the articles in some of the newspapers about 

23 some of the ships having asbestos and the fact that you 

24 knew your husband served on board on ships at times, 

25 those two facts together is what led you to answer my 
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1 question that that might be some information or evidence 

2 or knowledge that meant that your husband may have been 

3 exposed to asbestos? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Anything more specific that you have in that 

6 regard at all? 

7 A. No. 

8 Q. What I'd like to do is find out a little bit 

9 about you and your background, if I could. You were 

10 born where? 

11 A. Atlanta, Georgia. 

12 Q. And that was in 1944? 

13 A. Right. 

14 Q. And for how long did you remain in Atlanta? 

15 A. A year. During the war. 

16 Q. And then where did you next go? 

17 A. Next — I'm not — my mom said she took me to 

18 try to meet my dad who was hitting ports, so — I'm not 

19 sure. San Francisco I know was one where I met him. I 

20 don't remember any of this. 

21 Q. Where were you living when you first have a 

22 memory? 

23 A. Okay. I guess Annapolis, best memory, yeah. 

24 Annapolis. 

25 Q. And how old were you? 
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1 A. That was kindergarten, first grade. 

2 Q. Your mother was not in the service; is that 

3 correct? 

4 A. No, mom wasn't. 

5 Q. Was your father in the service? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And for how long a period and from when to 

8 when? 

9 A. He went to the naval academy in 1913 I think — 

10 no. This is — wait. He was in for 30 some years. I 

11 don't have dates. 13 must have been when he was born 

12 because he's 87 now. He retired in Coronado and that 

13 was — he got there in '58. I'm awful with dates. I 

14 don't go by years, I go by where we were. Let's see. 

15 He got out in '58 and he was in for 35 years. 

16 MR. BROWN: That does it. 

17 THE WITNESS: That will help. '58. We got 

18 there in '58. No, he didn't get out in '58. He got out 

19 when I was a injure in high school. He got out in '6 — 

20 he got out in the early '60s and he was in for 35 years. 

21 BY MR. BARRON: 
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22 

Q. 

He attended the naval academy? 


23 

A. 

Yes. 


24 

Q. 

And finished the program? 


25 

A. 

Yes . 
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1 

Q. 

And then entered the Navy as an officer 

and 

2 

remained 

with the Navy for approximately 30 years 

9 

3 

A. 

Yes. 


4 

Q. 

And because of that, you did quite a bit 

of 

5 

moving? 



6 

A. 

Pretty much. 


7 

Q. 

So did you live outside of the United States at 

8 

times? 



9 

A. 

Not with dad. Not as a child. Actually 

I can 

10 

go back 

through Annapolis to Oakland further back 

than 

11 

Annapolis. It was Oakland. 


12 

Q. 

You can remember a few things of living 

in 

13 

Oakland? 



14 

A. 

Uh-huh. Pontsiettas. 


15 

Q. 

Was that a "yes"? 


16 

A. 

That's a "yes." 


17 

Q. 

A few memories when were you very young 

of 

18 

Oakland 

and when your fuller memory begins at Annapolis? 

19 

A. 

Yes . 


20 

Q. 

Where were you when you finished high school? 

21 

A. 

Coronado. 


22 

Q. 

And you graduated in what year? 


23 

A. 

' 62 . 


24 

Q. 

How many cities do you believe that you 

lived 

25 

in, approximately, from the time when you were in 
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1 

Annapolis to the time that you graduated high school in 

2 

Coronado? 


3 

A. 

Only four. 


4 

Q. 

Could you tell knee what those cities were? 

5 

A. 

Norfolk and Fort Leavenworth. 


6 


MR. BROWN: Fort Leavenworth. 


7 


THE WITNESS: He was an instructor. Fort 


8 Leavenworth, Kansas and Coronado. 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. In that order? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. "Yes"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Following your graduation from high school in 
Coronado, did you go immediately to UCLA? 

A. No, I went to Berkeley, UC Berkeley. 

Q. Immediately upon graduation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And for how long were you there? 

A. One year. 

Q. Did you then transfer to UCLA? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Immediately? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you graduated from UCLA when? 
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1 A. '66. 

2 Q. And I'm sorry. You mentioned your degree but 

3 it's hard to hear down there? 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A. Pre-social welfare. 

Q. Pre-social welfare. 

So you graduated from the high school in 
Coronado in the summer of '62. 

A. Right. 

Q. Entered UC Berkeley in the fall of '62? 

A. Right. 

Q. And ultimately after transferring graduated 
from UCLA in the summer of '66? 

A. Right, June. 

Q. And then what did you do? 

A. I went — I was a social worker at Balboa Naval 
Hospital in San Diego. 

Q. And in general, what did you do? 

A. We were assigned certain wards. It's a huge 
hospital. So you had your own wards. And on those 
wards you took care of emergency leaves if it was award 
with dependents and they required the fellows be home 
working with the families if it was a military ward 
financial problems with the families if the fellow was 
in the hospital, emotional problems, some abusive 
problems, those — worked with outside agencies 
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1 coordinating with the whole family. 

2 Q. When you say emotional and abuse problems, 

3 would that include problems that were caused or 

4 aggravated by substance use or abuse? 

5 A. Emotionally by separations and stuff like that. 

6 Drugs were not a big problem. 

7 Q. From when to when were you there as a social 

8 worker at Balboa Naval Hospital? 

9 A. From '66 — the summer of '66 to — it was like 

10 the late spring of '6. In those days I got pregnant and 

11 when you couldn't fit in the uniform you were fired. Do 

12 you see that happening today? 

13 Q. At the naval hospital, were you working only 

14 with naval personnel or with families or also Marines 

15 and their families? 

16 A. Marines. All services could be there and 

17 retired a little bit. 

18 Q. And so even though this was in part during the 

19 Vietnam war, you did not have servicemen who had picked 

20 up any drug or substance use or abuse problems? 


21 

A. 

I didn't 

have 

that on my wards. 

22 

Q. 

Is this 

where 

you met your first husband? 

23 

A. 

Yes . 



24 

Q. 

And what 

medical specialty, if any, did he 


25 have? 
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1 A. He was — he was a flight surgeon was he was 

2 getting a residency in OB/GYN and oncology. 

3 Q. Did he subsequently obtain and complete a 

4 residency program in that specialty while you and he 

5 were still married? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. So after UCLA you go to work as a social worker 

8 at the Balboa Naval Hospital, you meet Mr. Anderson — 

9 or Dr. Anderson, rather, who becomes your husband? 

10 A. Uh-huh. 

11 Q. It's also during that time that you become 

12 pregnant? 
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13 A. Uh-huh. 

14 Q. And that ultimately leads to you no longer 

15 working in that position at the hospital, correct? 

16 A. Correct. 

17 Q. Then what did you do? 

18 A. Well, then shortly after his residency, we 

19 moved to 29 Palms. Well, in between then I became — in 

20 the morning I was the social worker — the first social 

21 worker for Coronado hospital, just a morning job after 

22 Marlee arrived, after the baby — 

23 Q. And when did you start in that position? 

24 A. March lie was born in August. I think it was 

25 like in November of '68. I think it was. 
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1 Q. When you say the first social worker, you mean 

2 that Coronado hospital had not had a social worker 

3 before — 

4 A. No. The state was requiring them to have one. 

5 Q. So your title was the same as it had been at 

6 Balboa Naval Hospital but was the job duty or task the 

7 s ame ? 

8 A. Oh, no. It was a is civilian — it's a small 

9 is civilian hospital. 

10 Q. You mean Coronado is is, 

11 A. Coronado is a small is civilian hospital. 

12 Totally different. 

13 Q. So what did your duties entail? 

14 A. Well, the job description was — I was 

15 coordinating with — again when patients went home and 

16 had to have follow-up as far as with their families 

17 and — well, sort of like an occupational therapist 

18 would do now in a bigger hospital would do. Then they 

19 had a convalescent wing so it was trying to organize 

20 some programs and all that would make that a better 

21 place to be. Truthfully the main job was trying to get 

22 the doctors to get the physician of a worker this their 

23 hospital. 

24 A. Cuss they didn't like that at all first. So 

25 anyone that followed would be able to do a really 
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1 functional job once they got over the prejudice {} {}. 

2 Q. When did Dr. Anderson complete his OB/GYN 

3 training? 

4 A. In — right before we went to — between 29 

5 Palms. I think it's like '69. I think that's right. 

6 Q. And his OB/GYN residency training was taking 

7 place at Balboa Naval Hospital? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. You started with Coronado hospital in the fall 

10 or early winter of 1968 you thought around November. 

11 For how long were you there and when was it that you 

12 left that position? 

13 A. We left when we went to 29 Palms. So — I 

14 think it would be before '70. '70. It wasn't too long. 

15 Probably a year. 

16 Q. When you and Dr. Anderson went to 29 Palms, did 

17 you continue to do any work back at Coronado hospital? 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. And your leaving Coronado hospital was 

20 associated with the move to 29 Palms? That came close 

21 together? 
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22 A. That was why, yes. 

23 Q. At Coronado hospital, did you have any tasks or 

24 duties or did you undertake any work involving people 

25 with any substance or alcohol abuse problems? 
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1 

A. 

There were two cases of is cirrhosis of 

the 

2 

liver. 

but the doctors would not acknowledge that 

it was 

3 

alcohol 

related. 


4 

Q. 

You thought it was but they wouldn't 


5 

acknowledge it? 


6 

A. 

They won't put that in the record. 


7 

Q. 

But you thought it was? 


8 

A. 

I thought it was. 


9 

Q. 

What kind of specific type of work did your 

10 

father 

do in the Navy? 


11 

A. 

Dad was on destroyers. 


12 

Q. 

Did he have any medical or health care 


13 

training? 


14 

A. 

No. 


15 

Q. 

Did your mother? 


16 

A. 

No. 


17 

Q. 

To what extent did the pre-social welfare 

18 

degree 

program involve classes or courses in the 

health 

19 

sciences? 


20 

A. 

Actually, it's ironic. It's a major that has a 

21 

lot of 

political science and economics, sociology 

and 

22 

psychology. 


23 

Q. 

Did the major have any requirements for 

any 

24 

courses 

in the health sciences? 


25 

A. 

No. 




Aiken & Welch Reporters 




DIRTY ASCII 

156 

1 

Q. 

Did you take any health science courses 

such as 

2 

biology 

, zoology? 


3 

A. 

In college? 


4 

Q. 

Yes. 


5 

A. 

I'm trying to think. In high school. In 

6 

college 

. No. 


7 

Q. 

You had taken such courses in high school? 

8 

A. 

Yeah, you have a biology requirement. 


9 

Q. 

Any others? 


10 

A. 

No. 


11 

Q. 

Remind me, please, when it was that you 


12 

commenced and ended the program for which you received 

13 

the master's degree? 


14 

A. 

That was after I came back from Italy. 

So I 

15 

got it 

— I got the degree in '76 and I came back 

in 

16 

' 74 . I 

got the degree — just a minute. I'm off 

a 

17 

year. 

I came back in '74. That's true. That's 


18 

correct 

I got the degree — all right. '646789 

I 'm 

19 

right. 

I think I'm right. I'm getting myself confused. 

20 

I think 

I'm right on that one, yes. 


21 

Q. 

Had your father ever been a smoker of 


22 

cigarettes? 


23 

A. 

No. 


24 

Q. 

Had your mother? 


25 

A. 

Yes . 




Aiken & Welch Reporters 




DIRTY ASCII 

157 

1 

Q. 

From when to when? 


2 

A. 

I don't know when she started. And I know 

3 

there were a lot of efforts to quit and then one 

day she 
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told us she had and we hadn't noticed it. And she did. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


And that was in Coronado, 
smoked all my life. 

Q. Until 1958? 


So that was after 58. She 


8 

A. 

Well we arrived in Coronado in '58 so — and it 

9 

was in 

Coronado that she quit 

smoking, so it must be the 

10 

early 

60s again. 


11 

Q. 

Did your mother quit 

before you graduated from 

12 

the high school at Coronado? 


13 

A. 

I believe so. 


14 

Q. 

Do you have brothers 

or sisters? 

15 

A. 

Yes. 


16 

Q. 

How many? 


17 

A. 

I have two sisters and one brother. 

18 

Q. 

Were any of them ever 

■ regular smokers? 

19 

A. 

Never smoked. 


20 

Q. 

Did you ever try a tobacco cigarette where you 

21 

inhaled 

the smoke? 


22 

A. 

When I was ten I snuck — I snuck one of my 

23 

mothers 

, my girlfriend and I. 

I took one puff. I don't 

24 

know if 

I inhaled because I — 

it burned like crazy. Is 


25 that inhaling. 


That was T that's all the smoking I ever 
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did. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Never tried it again? 

Uh-uh. No. 

And you did that with a girlfriend? 

Uh-huh. Yes. 

It was her idea? 

I can't remember whose idea. It was my 
mother's cigarette. We were at my house. I can't 
remember whose idea. 

Q. Do you have any recollection or knowledge as to 
what influenced to you try that one time? 

A. It looked neat. Important. I wanted to be 
grown up. 

Q. Did you ever learn from your father why he 
never had been a regular smoker? 

MR. BROWN: Regular. 

MR. BARRON: Yes. 

MR. BROWN: He hadn't smoked at all. The 
question is suggests that he might have smoked to some 
extent. 

MR. BARRON: I didn't mean to suggest that. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. Did you ever find out why your brothers — 
excuse me — your two sisters and your brother never 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 


were smokers? 

A. We never talk about it. 

Q. Did you ever learn why your mother decided to 

quit? 

A. I guess not. I never asked her. 

Q. Did you have any assumption or belief as to why 
it was? 


A. I just knew she had been trying. I guess I 
never thought of why. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge or information at all 
today from talking to her or hearing her saying anything 
or hearing others talk about why you think she quit or 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


what motivated her to quick? 

A. No, I have really know idea. I never thought 
about it until you mentioned. 

Q. By the time you graduated from high school in 
1962, were you aware that smoking was considered to have 
associated with its some health risks? 

A. By 196 — I don't know. I don't know when? 

MR. BROWN: Let me — 

MR. BARRON: Let me — I object to that 
question but just to avoid in the future. When you say 
aware, it sounds like — there's a vagueness between she 
heard it and she believed it. That vagueness may be 
present again. So if you could make that clear in your 
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questions, I won't have to object. 

MR. BARRON: Or if you want to make it clear 
when you have a chance to question her if you think it 
needs clarity at all. 

MR. BROWN: I think the question ought to be 
clear so when she says yes or no, we know what she 
meant. 

BY MR. BARRON: 

Q. When do you first recall having a clear 
understanding that smoking was associated with some 
health risks? 

A. Some health risks. I don't know. I'm not sure 
I understood it. I'm aware of having a feeling of not 
liking cigarettes and I don't have a include when that 
started or when it became a health focus. I don't know. 

Q. Maybe we can help with some recollections in 
this regard by approaching it this way: First of all. 
Dr. Anderson, did he smoke? 

A. No. 

Q. Cigarettes? 

A. No. 

Q. You learned from him, did you not, that he. 

Dr. Anderson, felt that smoking posed health risks to 
people? 

A. I don't think Bob and I ever talked about it. 
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Q. You don't know whether he advised his patients 
not to smoke? 

A. I never heard him talk about smoking. 

Q. Or not to smoke if they were pregnant? 

A. You know, I really don't remember him saying 
anything. He harped on them gaining weight. Nine 
pounds at that time. Isn't that often. 

Q. You certainly understood at some point in your 
life that smoking was considered to pose a health risk 
to mother and child if it occurred during pregnancy, 
correct? 

MR. BROWN: Objection is; that you're — I'm 
not sure whether you're asking whether she believed it 
or whether she had heard it. Vague. 

MR. BARRON: Maybe we can get some guidance. 

Can we get objections on the ground of the attempted 
argument. 

JUSTICE DOSSEE: Yes, we can. I didn't feel 
that the objection was argumentative, however. Called 
for clarification to the question. 

Do you have the question in mind? 
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22 THE WITNESS: Not really. 

23 JUSTICE DOSSEE: Why don't you ask the question 

24 again. 

25 (Record read.). 
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1 THE WITNESS: At some point in my life since I 

2 believe that now, then it had to be at some point in my 

3 life I had to come to believe that. 

4 BY MR. BARRON: 

5 Q. Is this a very recent understanding you've 

6 developed, a recent relevation or have you had it for 

7 some significant period of time? 

8 A. I'm not deliberately being vague. I think not 

9 being a smoker and not having my daughters be smokers, 

10 it didn't — it never was real poignant with me to think 

11 you know like that. And I didn't think about cigarettes 

12 very much — very much in my life. So let me try to 

13 think about when mother and daughter — I don't know 

14 when I came to believe that. I do believe it now. I 

15 don't know when I came to... 

16 Q. You had a couple of daughters? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. Did you not ever suggest to them that it might 

19 be un wise for them to take up the smoking habit? 

20 A. No, 'cause I — they knew I didn't like smoking 

21 and they didn't even — they didn't — it wasn't an 

22 attempt. I would have if they had started or mentioned 

23 starting have been inquisitive, but they weren't. 

24 Q. But certainly because of your background you 

25 knew that occasionally youngsters do things without 
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1 announcing they're going to do them to their parents? 

2 A. That's true. 

3 Q. And so sometimes parents then to try to prevent 

4 that from happening have a discussion with the youngster 

5 to kind of giving them a warning or a recommendation 

6 about the potential activity, right? 

7 A. Well, you can. But they saw their — I call — 

8 their dad — when I say their dad it's early. It is 

9 not — I'm not talking about Bob. They saw their dad 

10 struggling with it and I know — knew how they felt 

11 about that and I was very very close to my daughters so 

12 I felt like I was aware of how they were feeling. 

13 Q. So I'd like to go back, then, to ask you 

14 certainly there came a point in your life where you 

15 understood that smoking posed a health risk to people 

16 who smoked, correct? 

17 A. Correct. 

18 Q. You're not sure whether you had that 

19 understanding by the time you graduated from high school 

20 in 1962 or not? 

21 MR. BROWN: Are you suggesting that was her 

22 testimony, because it wasn't. I'll object as referring 

23 to evidence that never existed. She's never said that. 

24 JUSTICE DOSSEE: Overruled. You can answer the 

25 question. 
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1 THE WITNESS: In 1962 did I feel it was a 

2 health risk. All I can honestly tell you right now is 

3 is that I didn't like it. In 1962 I don't know what 
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4 I — what specific I thought about it. I really can't 

5 tell what you specifics I thought about it. 

6 MR. BARRON: I'm not trying to force a memory. 

7 Let me try it this way. Certain years are generally 

8 more memorable than other years to people. For example, 

9 I think it might be a true generalization that people 

10 tend to remember the year they graduated from high 

11 school and they tend to remember their last high school 

12 either fondly or not so fondly. So here you are in 

13 1962, you're graduating, you're about to go off to the 

14 University of California at Berkeley. The only person 

15 who had smoked in your family is your mother and she had 

16 quit and I'm not saying you sat around every day 

17 thinking about smoking and what health implications were 

18 associated with it. But what I'm asking is by that 

19 time, did you have an understanding that smoking was 

20 associated with health risks. 

21 MR. BROWN: Objection; asked and answered. 

22 BY MR. BARRON: 

23 Q. If you're able to answer. 

24 JUSTICE DOSSEE: Overruled. You can answer the 

25 question if you can. 
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1 THE WITNESS: Probably. 

2 BY MR. BARRON: 

3 Q. And you certainly had that understanding by the 

4 time you finished your undergraduate program by 

5 graduating from UCLA in 1966, correct? 

6 A. I feeling that it was bad for your health. 

7 That smoking is is bad for you? 

8 Q. An understanding that cigarette smoking by 

9 people posed or was associated with health risks to 

10 them. 

11 A. I don't know the difference, but I just feel 

12 very much more comfortable where I would have felt is is 

13 that smoking is bad for you. 

14 Q. Bad for you because it poses a health risk, not 

15 bad just because it makes your breath smell poorly or 

16 your teeth become stained or things like that is; is 

17 that correct? 

18 A. Actually I was thinking of the teeth being 

19 stained and being unpleasant to be around and having 

20 your clothes smell bad and not having — wanting people 

21 to sit next to you. I was — that's what I was 

22 thinking. 

23 Q. Are you saying that when you graduated from 

24 UCLA in 1966 after one year at UC Berkeley and three 

25 years at UCLA and getting your major in 1966, that you 
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1 did not have an understanding that smoking in addition 

2 to what we just talked about with potential 

3 discoloration of teeth and the smell associated with it, 

4 also posed or was associated with a health risk? 

5 MR. BROWN: Argumentative and asked and 

6 answered. 

7 MR. BARRON: It's cross-examination, counsel. 

8 JUSTICE DOSSEE: As to argumentative overruled 

9 but it's compound in its present form. 

10 BY MR. BARRON: 

11 Q. When you graduated from UCLA in 1966 by that 

12 time did you not clearly have an understanding that 
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13 cigarette smoking posed a health risk for people who 

14 engaged in it? 

15 A. At that time I can say I knew it was unhealthy. 

16 Specifically, I don't — I'm not sure I knew then. I'm 

17 not sure I did. 

18 Q. When you graduated from UCLA in 1966, did you 

19 not understand that smoking was associated with an 

20 increased risk in people of developing cancer, 

21 specifically including lung cancer? 

22 A. I can't say that I did. I can't say that, that 

23 I did. 

24 Q. You can't say that you did not, however? 

25 A. No, I can't say either way. I don't know. I 

Aiken & Welch Reporters 

DIRTY ASCII 167 

1 don't know. 

2 MR. BROWN: Jerry, pick a place here that we 

3 can quit comfortably for you. It's five to 4:00. 

4 MR. BARRON: I'll try to do it pretty quickly 

5 here. 

6 BY MR. BARRON: 

7 Q. Well, at least by the time that you and your 

8 first husband. Dr. Anderson, separated having been with 

9 a medical doctor for all those years, are you at least 

10 comfortable saying by that time you understood that 

11 smoking was considered to be associated with and posed a 

12 health risk to people that included increased risk of 

13 developing lung cancer? 

14 MR. BROWN: Object to that as compound. 

15 JUSTICE DOSSEE: Overruled. 

16 THE WITNESS: What I'm not sure of is is what I 

17 knew. I know that I never thought about cigarettes and 

18 cancer — lung cancer. I just didn't think about it. I 

19 guess it's — it wasn't part of my life. It wasn't. 

20 Cigarettes weren't part of my life then. I didn't think 

21 about them. So if I'm saying did I know it, I don't 

22 know. I don't know what I knew because I didn't think 

23 about it. 

24 Q. So you really think for example if you had been 

25 given a multiple choice question or a true and false 
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1 question on the subject, you would not have been able to 

2 pick the right answer? 

3 A. When — what would the question say? What 

4 would be — what would be the — 

5 Q. Fair enough? 

6 A. — options? 

7 Q. How about this: Are you saying that — let's 

8 go back in time. By the time you graduated from UCLA in 

9 1966 with the degree that you received, that had you 

10 been given a question that was a true, false question 

11 and the question said smoking is is associated with an 

12 increased risk of health consequences to people that 

13 include an increased risk of lung cancer, you wouldn't 

14 have been able to answer that question comfortably true 

15 or false? 

16 MR. BROWN: Argumentative compound and asked 

17 and answered. 

18 JUSTICE DOSSEE: Overruled. You can answer it. 

19 THE WITNESS: I wouldn't have been able to 

20 comfortably answer that. I probably would have said 

21 yes. 
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22 BY MR. BARRON: 

23 Q. And your answer would have remained the same 

24 certainly many years after you've been married to a 

25 medical doctor at the time of your separation or 
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1 divorce, correct? In other words, your attitude 

2 wouldn't have changed? 

3 A. The implication I'm thinking of there is is 

4 being married to — or being associated with a medical 

5 doctor would enhance my knowledge of the cigarettes and 

6 I told you before it didn't because we did not talk 

7 about cigarettes, ever, I don't think. 

8 Q. In any event, your belief, your state of 

9 knowledge would have been at least the same by that 

10 time? 

11 A. I imagine. 

12 MR. BARRON: We can stop here, if you like. 

13 (Whereupon the deposition was adjourned 
at 4:01.) 
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